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SURVEY AND COMMENT. 
Some Exchanges. 

Part 82, Volume XXXII, Proceedings of the English Society 
for Psychical Research issued in July, contains a valuable 
“further report on sittings with Mrs. Leonard,” by the editor. 
Mrs. W. H. Salter. Former reports of the work done by this 
remarkable psychic have been rendered by Miss Radclyffe-Hall 
in conjunction with Lady Troubridge, and by the Rev. Drayton 
Thomas, and a critical study of the phenomena by Mrs. Sidg- 
wick has been published by the Society. Lady Glenconner, also, 
has written a book entitled “ The Earthen Vessel” recounting 
some of her and Mr. Thomas’s impressive book and newspaper 
tests through the same medium. All students of such matters 
should become familiar with this series. 

Part 83, of the Proceedings, also issued in July, contains an 
experimental investigation in the field of hypnotism by Professor 
Sidney Alrutz of Sweden, and an article on the ‘“ Phenomena of 
Stigmatization,”’ by the Rev. Herbert Thurston, whose scholar- 
ship and critical acumen we have hitherto had occasion to com- 
mend in connection with his valuable book, ‘‘ The War and the 
Prophets.” 





The “ Psychic Research Quarterly” (Kegan Paul, Trench, 
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Trubner and Co., Ltd., London) has become “ Psyche” and is 
enlarged in scope to deal with psychology “ in relation to Educa- 
tion, Psycho-analysis, Industry, Religion, Social and Personal 
Relationships, Aesthetics, Psychical Research, etc.,” a pretty 
broad scope. The value of the contents is very high, and none of 
it has yet been couched in that jaw-laming, ultra-technical style 
which some psychologists seemingly labor to attain. Especially 
interesting in the current number is the article, one of whose 
authors is himself a psychoanalyst, dissecting that ‘‘ Freudian 
complex ’’ which causes many of his colleagues to resent as 
blasphemy any criticism of their great master, and which in- 
hibits their understanding any evidence for extra-materialistic 
causation. Also the article demonstrating the selective attention 
and the fallacious logic by which the most dogmatic of the minor 
psychoanalysts, Mr. Theodore Schroeder, satisfies himself that 
all religion is but the evolution from, and disguise of, sexuality. 

There is also a posthumous article by Dr. Hyslop, “ The 
Method of Psychic Research.” 

The ‘ Notes and News” and the Book Reviews are valuable 
features of this quarterly. 





The Norwegian Society for Psychical Research, now five 
years old, has just issued the first number of what is intended to 
be a quarterly, the Norsk Tidsskrift for Psykisk Forskning. The 
Society appears (though the present writer's knowledge of the 
language is scanty) to be headed by Prof. Oskar Jaeger, who 
represented it at the Congress in Copenhagen. The first number 
of the quarterly has an article dealing with the ectoplasmic phe- 
nomena of a Danish medium named Nielsen, and is illustrated 
with flash-light photographs showing appearances like those of 
Eva C., Miss Goligher and others, but which unfortunately look 
as though they were looped around the medium’s neck. Perhaps 
there is no reason why they should not be. Time will tell. A 
number of future contributors are announced, including profes- 
sors and lecturers of the University of Christiania, medical doc- 
tors, etc. 
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THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON 
PSYCHICAL RESEARCH. 


By THe Eprror. 


In Copenhagen there is a Society for Psychical Research 
(Selskabet for Psykisk Forskning) of which we had heard little. 
But it had energy enough, under the able leadership of its direc- 
tors, Dr. Kortsen and Mr. Carl Vett, to plan and call together 
the first international Congress on Psychical Research which has 
ever been held. 

The time will come when the wording of the call sent out 
will have historical interest, and we place it upon record here, 
exactly as it stands in its somewhat quaint English: 


During later years, the pursuits of phenomena embraced by the 
so-called psychical researches have been highly increasing. 

There can be no doubt as to the value and importance of these 
studies. In the first line comes, of course, the merely scientific ele- 
ment: the elucidation of the nature and origin of the facts alleged; 
further it is evident that the direction, in which the solution of these 
phenomena tends, must highly influence the general view of the 
world, as well as the theoretical and practical consequences, neces- 
sarily connected therewith. 

Now, however, it cannot be denied that the said phenomena have 
only to a very small degree been the object of a sober and unbiased 
scientific treatment, whilst, on the other hand, the usefulness of such 
researches is undeniable, none the less because there is an obvious 
danger, lest the study of these subjects (psychical researches) should 
be mixed up with vague mysticism, gross superstition and rough 
materialism. 

We, the undersigned, therefore think that it would be important 
to the cause, that a circle of distinguished and competent men from 
several countries and different opinions should meet to discuss 
methods and results. We are of the opinion that such a meeting 
would save much useless work, as experiences already made could 
at once be made more widely useful; and we also believe that a 
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presentation made by scientists, psychologists and speculative think- 
ers of the theories concerning the general outlook of the universe, of 
which also the psychical phenomena form a part, may in several 
respects be able to rectify and remove obscurities—and being of the 
opinion that, at present, this task can be most easily performed by a 
neutral country, we hereby—as the first step in this direction—beg 
to invite you to a Congress for Psychical Research to be held in 
Copenhagen from August 26th to September 2nd (both days in- 
cluded), 1921. 


The signers included five professors in the University of 
Copenhagen: A. Friedenreich, M. D. (Psychiatry), Kr. Nyrop, 
S. D., Vilh. Gronbech, S. D., Aug. Wimmer, M. D. (Psychiatry), 
and C. N. Starcke, S. D.; also Prof. Chr. Winther, S. D. of the 
Polytechnic Academy, Kort K. Kortsen, 5. D., and K. Estrup, 
S. D., each of the latter a privat docent in the University of 
Copenhagen. The remaining names are N. Chr. Borberg, M. D., 
Ejnar Jarlov, M. D. (Assistant Physician in the States Hospital), 
Kk. H. Krabbe, M. D., Kr. Erslev, S. D. (Master of the Rolls and 
Fellow of the Royal Danish Society of Science), Severin Lau- 
ritzen, (Iingineer), Ellen Bille-Brahe-Selby (Feudal Countess) 
and Mr. Carl Vett (General Secretary of the Congress). Six 
of these are members of the Danish Society for Psychical Re- 
search. All of which signifies that, though the newspaper men 
of Copenhagen were at first disposed to be as humorous on the 
subject as they are in other quarters, psychical research is not 
entirely disreputable in Denmark. And Denmark has been called 
the most civilized country on earth. There is hardly an illiterate 
native to be found therein, the arts and sciences flourish, and ex- 
treme poverty is almost unknown. 

The Executive Committee of the American Society was able 
to secure a large part of the necessary funds by the kindness of 
friends of the work, and on August 11th, I embarked on the 
steamship “‘ United States,” which in due time touched the Nor- 
wegian Coast at Christiansand and Christiania, and reached 
beautiful Copenhagen on the eleventh day of the voyage. 

The sessions of the Congress were held in the Old Glyptothek 
of Carlsberg on the border of Frederickshaven Park. This ac- 
counts for the setting in the photograph of the greater number of 
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the delegates. ‘Two sessions were held daily, beginning with a re- 
ception on the evening of August 25th. According to the pro- 
gram, five papers were to be read daily, each thirty minutes in 
length, to be followed by discussion in which no one was to 
occupy more than five minutes. But of course the rules went 
where rules provided for such cases usually go. My own paper 
took forty-five minutes to read, nor was it the worst sinner. And 
everybody talked as often and as long as he pleased, usually. 
Fach session had two presidents, one Danish and one represent- 
ing the language of the day, and some presidents were more 
nearly strict constructionists than others. 

It is expected that a report of the proceedings will be published 
by the Danish Society, and this will be obtainable through our 
own. Space will therefore not be taken to present abstracts of 
the addresses and discussions, as these would have to be brief to 
the point of being of little value. The list of speakers and sub- 
jects as set forth in the program follows: 


Prof. Charles Richet, Paris: [Not present but his paper read 
by Dr. Geley]. ‘‘ Salutation to the first Metapsychical Congress.” 

Mme. Juliette Bisson, Paris: “Résumé of the Phenomena 
of Materialization obtained with the Medium Eva Carriere.” 
[See Schrenck-Notzing’s Phenomena of Materialization, re- 
viewed in Journal, March, 1921. | 

Dr. Gustave Geley, Paris: “ The Instructions of Metapsy- 
chical Philosophy. The Aim and the Methods of the Inter- 
national Metapsychical Institute in Paris.” 

Mr. Maurice Schaerer, Brussels: ‘ Fundamental Bases of 
Psychic Science.” 

Le Chevalier Clément de St. Mareq: “ Abnormal Func- 
tioning of the Mind. A special theory relative to the ex- 
planation of the greater part of spiritistic phenomena.” 

Mrs. Helen de G. Salter, London (representative of the 
English Society for Psychical Research): * Phenomena of 
Trance; experiments made with Mrs. Osborne Leonard.” 
[See Proceedings of English S. P. R. for July, 1921, also same 
for April, 1921 and December, 1919. ] 

Dr. Walter F. Prince, New York (representative of the 
American Society for Psychical Research): “* Certain Char- 
acteristics of Veridical Mediumistic Phenomena Compared 
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with those of Phenomena Generally Conceded to be Tele- 
pathic.” [To be found in this issue of the Journal. | 

Mr. Hereward Carrington, New York (representative of 
the American Psychical Institute and Laboratory): “ Psy- 
chical and Psycho-physiological Researches on Mediumship.” 

The Rev. Drayton Thomas, London: “ Recent Experi- 
ments with the ‘Times’ Newspaper, a New Species of 
Proof obtained with an Entranced Medium, demonstrating 
the Identity of the Communicator.” [See Journal of English 
S. P. R. for May, 1921, and “ The Earthen Vessel,’ by Lady 
Glenconner. 

Sri. B. P. Wadia, Madras, India: “ Psychical Research in 
Ancient ladia.” [Not present; his place taken by another 
speaker. | 

Dr. med. Baron von Schrenck-Notzing, Munich: “ The 
Haunting of Hopfgarten. A Legal Verification of Telekin- 
etic Phenomena.” [A case of poltergeist. | 

Prof. Ing. Victor Mikuska, Prague: “The Problem of 
Life from the Bio-psychological Point of View.” 

Prof. Dr. phil. E. Schneider, Riga: “ Occult Phenomena 
from the Psychological Point of View.” 

Dr. Sidney Alrutz, Upsala: “ The Effect of Nervous 
Radiation upon the Human Body.’ 

Engineer Fritz Grunewald, Berlin: ‘ Ferro-magnetic Phe- 
nomena in Man.” 

Dr. Kort K. Kortsen, Copenhagen: “ Consciousness and 
Unconsciousness.” 

Mr. S. Yourievitch, Russia (Vice-president of the General 
Psychological Institute, Paris): “The Electric Conducti- 
bility of the Y-Rays.”  [Electroscopic discharges seemingly 
by energy supernormally proceeding from mediums. | 

Dr. C. Magnin, Geneva: “Some Fortunate Results in 
Psychiatric Medicine, due to the Intervention of a Psychic 
Procedure.” [The intervention apparently supernormal. | 
[See “ Devant le Mystére de la Nevrose, de la Guierison de 
Cas Réputés Incurables —Paris. | 

Dr. Gustave Geley, Paris: “ My Experiences with the 
Medium Franek Kluski,” [Materialization phenomena.] [See 
Revue AMlétapsychique, Paris, Nos. 1-6.] 

Miss F. R. Scatcherd, London: “ Skotography, Thought 
Photography, and Similar Phenomena.” 

Dr. med. J. Zeehandelaar, Amsterdam: “ Telepathy or 
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Spiritism.” [A case where either a telepathic or a spiritistic 
explanation seems demanded by the facts. | 

Pasteur, Dr. phil. J. Kure: “Engaarden Haunting Case.” 

Joh. E. Hohlenberg, Copenhagen : “‘ Some Experiences in the 
Exteriorization of Consciousness.” 

Dr. H. I. F. W. Brugmans, Groningen: “Some Experi- 
ments in Telepathy performed in the Psychological Institute 
of the University of Groningen.” 

Dr. med. Baren v. Schrenck-Notzing, Munich: “ Hypnotic 
Suggestions and Representations in Public.” 

Haraldur Nielsson, Reykjavik, Prof. in Theology in the 
University of Iceland: “ Experiments for several years with 
a Physical Medium in Reykjavik.” [Physical and Psychical 
Phenomena. | 

Departmental Chief, O. J. Selboe, Christiania: “ How the 
Union of the Ordinary Consciousness and the Subconscious 
is Effected.”’ 

Kinar H. Kvaran (President of the Society for Psychical 
Research of Iceland): “ How I was Convinced of the Sur- 
vival of the Human Spirit.” 

Mr. S. Yourievitch, Russia (Vice-president of the Gen- 
eral Psychological Institute, Paris): ‘“‘ Concerning some 
Manifestations of Psychic Entities.” ['Telekinesis, etc.]. 

Engineer Fritz Grunewald, Berlin: ““ Mediumistic Experi- 
ments with Scales.” ['Telekinesis, etc. ] 

Carl Vett, Copenhagen: “ On the Establishment of an In- 
ternational and Permanent Secretariat as a Common Center 
of the Different Institutes of Experimental Psychical Re- 
search.” 


With few exceptions the papers were valuable contributions 
to and discussions of the subject-matter of psychical research. 
It is to the credit of the Danish Society and particularly of Mr. 
Carl Vett, that comparatively little marred the scholarly dignity 
of the proceedings, which with less antecedent care might have 
been the occasion of much exploitation by the pseudo-scientific. 

But the main significance of the Congress was not in the 
papers themselves but in the fact that for the first time a consid- 
erable company of leading psychical researchers (with others) 
met and looked each other in the face, formed personal bonds 
which will endure, and took the first steps toward a status wherein 
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investigators in different lands will be able to keep in touch with 
each other more readily, by way of mutual assistance and partici- 
pation in the results of individual researches. Particularly it is 
the first of what will doubtless come to be a series of international 
Congresses increasing in scope and significance. It is probable 
that the next will be held in Paris in 1923. 

One of the questions proposed in the program was whether 
there should be established in Copenhagen a permanent secre- 
tariat or bureau as a medium of intercommunication between the 
various national groups. Another was that of the time and place 
of the next meeting. These questions were discussed in several 
sessions of an international Committee of the Congress, in which 
I represented America, and the discussion was at times somewhat 
strenuous. No agreement was reached on the above questions, 
but what is probably the wisest possible plan was adopted, and 
this is embodied in the first resolution and the statement of the 
Committee, which are printed further on as Documents 1 and 2. 
These provide for the establishment of a provisory secretariat at 
Copenhagen, pending the decision as to the location of a perma- 
nent one, and also for the creation in each country of a national 
committee to act in union with the others on matters of inter- 
national concern, including the plans for the next Congress. 


1. RESOLUTION. 

The Congress of Psychical Research at Copenhagen gives to the 
Committee of the Congress the power to create a provisory secre- 
tariat which shall be charged with the duty of linking together the 
different national committees in view of preparations for the next 
Congress. 

Signed, 
RENE SUDRE. 


2. COMMITTEE STATEMENT. 

We, the undersigned, delegates to the first International Congress 
of Psychical Research at Copenhagen, from the 26th of August to 
the 2nd of September, 1921, have decided to undertake the establish- 
ment of an international committee for psychical research. We 
intend to set to work, each in his own country, to form a committee 
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composed of several competent persons, who shall have power in the 
future to make decisions on important international questions con- 
cerning psychical research. 

Information concerning the result of our efforts in this direction 
will be sent as soon as possible to the provisory secretariat which 
has just been founded at Copenhagen, and which is to communicate 
this information to the other delegates or to the committees which 
they will have formed. 

The countries which are not represented at this congress will be 
asked to secure representation in the international committee with 
the same rights as the others. 


Signed: 
Dr. SIDNEY ALRUTZ, Upsala. 
Pror. Inc. V. Mikuska, Prague. 
Dr. WALTER FRANKLIN Prince, New York. 
MAURICE SCHAERER, Brussels. 
ReEktTOR UNo Srapivus, Helsingfors. 
Dr. THORSTEIN WEREIDE, Christiania. 
Dr. ZEEHANDELAAR, Amsterdam. 
MME. JULIETTE Bisson, Paris. 
Pror. HARALDUR NIELSSON, Reykjavik. 
HELEN DE G. SALTER, London. 
Dr. MED. FREIHERR A. v. SCHRENCK-NotTzinc, Munich. 
S. YouRIEVITCH, Vice-President, Russia. 
Cari VeTT, Copenhagen. 


It appears to the writer that, considering that there are in 
existence certain organizations which give themselves the name 
‘Society for Psychical Research” or some other sounding title, 
which they do not sustain by scientific procedure, and consider- 
ing the pressure that will be brought to bear by these for repre- 
sentation and the efforts which will be made by fanatics for ad- 
mission, some uniform tests should be adopted, some standard 
maintained, to insure that future Congresses shall be properly 
constituted. Every organization which presses for recognition 
and whose standing is not established by common consent, should 
be required to submit its published literature, its constitution, and 
generally to prove its scientific character. Furthermore, no ex- 
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hibitions, whether of alleged spirit photographs, slate writings 
or other matter whatsoever should be open to the public in con- 
nection with the Congress unless approved beforehand by the 
General Committee. There would be no objection to the show- 
ing of anything in closed sessions, but to keep questionable ob- 
jects on display gives the public the inevitable impression that 
they are indorsed by the assembled organization. Doubtless the 
International Committee will take proper steps in regard to both 
mentioned particulars. 

Not many people seem to realize to what an extent ambiguity 
in the use of name-terms acts as an impediment to the under- 
standing of a treatise or the profit of a discussion. Some writers 
of philosophy debate and debate, never getting any nearer, and 
in some instances mainly because they are not using certain 
pivotal words in the same senses. Exactly as, when | was a boy, 
there was an epidemic of debating whether a man, who walked 
in a circle about a tree on which was a squirrel that also kept 
in motion so as to be always on the side of the tree opposite from 
the man, ever went around the squirrel. I heard this grave ques- 
tion argued by scores of people, half of whom wasted their elo- 
quence trying to convince the pig-headed remainder that the 
man did go around the squirrel, and the other half laboring to 
convince the opponent ninnies that he didn’t. And if they had 
paused to agree on the definition of the verb “to go around,” 
there would have been no room for discussion. Every debater 
knew that the man’s track made an entire circle around the tree, 
and that the man never passed the squirrel on the same side of 
the tree, but for lack of agreeing to fix the definition of the verbal 
phrase as one or the other of these two acts, they never under- 
stood each other. Now, in general, the physical sciences have 
technical terms with fixed senses understood the world over, so 
that the reader, when he reads a work on physics, geology, 
biology, and the like does not have to wonder in what sense this 
or that important word is used, but can address himself with 
confidence to the argument or facts. But it is not so with 
psychical research. There are a number of words used by dif- 
ferent writers with varying meanings. One example is the word 
telepathy, which you suppose a writer is employing in its proper 
sense of the (supposed) passage of thoughts from one living 
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person to another, only to find, perhaps, that he also includes 
the sense of the impartation of thoughts from the dead, or that 
he includes in it what the word clairvoyance properly signifies, 
the apparent seeing of objects otherwise than by normal eye- 
sight, in cases where there is no evidence of the vision being re- 
lated to the thoughts of another person. The term clairvoyance 
is used by some in reference to apparitions of the dead. Second- 
sight, though not a term of good repute, is still employed by 
some writers and stands for several dissimilar phenomena. The 
application of the word personality both to the enduring psy- 
chical entities in cases of profound mental dissociation, and to 
temporary imaginary artifacts of the subconscious or to com- 
municating spirits as they may be variously construed, results 
in grave confusions of thought and in unsound reasoning. 

Different terms, also, are employed for the same thing, as 
cheiromancy and palmistry for one, and for another, scrying, 
crystal-gazing and even crystallomancy, a word which should 
have a far different meaning from its two predecessors. 

Some words have received a new sense for the purposes of 
psychical research, to the confusion of many readers. Thus the 
word hallucination originally always meant, and, except to the 
specially instructed reader, still means, a morbid impression, 
seemingly sensory, a delusion without factual foundation. But 
psychical research also applies it to quasisensory experiences as 
to which it is questioned whether there is no factual foundation, 
which have the appearance of being causally related to something 
external in a supernormal way. Sometimes, in evidential cases, 
the compound term veridical (truth-telling) hallucinations is 
employed; but the sinister impression of the old sense of the 
latter word still lingers in the minds of readers, creates a preju- 
dice and makes the compound term seem self-contradictory. It 
would have been much better to have formed a new word from 
Greek elements which would carry with it no ancient dogma or 
prejudice. 

The embarrassment of the reader is increased when he reads 
books in other languages and meets new terms or the same terms 
in varying senses. 

a 
a 


If the leading scholars in this field should agree upon 
reformed and standardized set of technical terms, arranged as 
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glossary, with specific definitions attached, and recommend its 
international use, and if the next Congress should accept it and 
send it forth with its endorsement, then every writer who wished 
to be respectable would state at the beginning of his book that he 
conforms to the Standard Glossary, and the communication of 
orderly and clear thinking would be comparatively easy. 

Moved by such considerations, the following resolution was 
offered, and was adopted unanimously. 


3. RESOLUTION. 

Resolved; That the proposition that a special committee be ap- 
pointed to consider and if possible prepare a standard glossary of 
technical terms suited to the needs of Psychical Research, and to be 
employed internationally, is referred to the General Committee, with 
recommendation that they put it into effect and that a report be 
rendered at the Second Congress. 

Signed, 


WALTER F. PRINCE. 


The fourth document sent forth from the Congress is a sort 
of Declaration of Independence of Psychical Research as a 
legitimate science amid the circle of sciences. 


4. RESOLUTION. 

The First Congress for Psychical Research, assembled at Copen- 
hagen in 1921, desires to settle its position in relation to psychology 
and science in general. 

First of all, the Congress declares that, in view of the important 
role which phenomena termed psychic play in all classes of society 
and in every land, it is of the opinion that these phenomena should 
enter into the domain of official science in order to be submitted to 
objective scientific criticism, with all the resources which science 
has at its disposal. 

The Congress is also of the opinion that science ought not to 
abstain from examination of these phenomena because of precon- 
ceived ideas regarding their possibility. Above all, experimental 
psychology, being a young science, should feel free in this respect, 


the more so in that a part of these phenomena present prospects of 
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contributing in a possibly decisive way to the solution of funda- 
mental psychological problems. 

The Congress declares that the aim of psychical science should 
be to eliminate all that is not authentic and to prepare the way for 
the incorporation of well established phenomena into recognized 
scientific knowledge. 

We consider that our present mission is this preparatory work. 

Signed: 
Dr. SYDNEY ALRUTZ, Sweden. 
Dr. Gustave GELEY, France. 
Pror. Inc. V. Mrkuska, Czecho-Slovakia. 
Dr. WALTER F. Prince, U. S. A. 
Maurice SCHAERER, Belgium. 
RektTor Uno Sraptvus, Finland. 
Pror. Dr. point. C. N. STARCKE, Denmark. 
Dr. H. I. F. W. BrucmMans, Holland. 
Pror. Dr. JUR. OSKAR JAEGER, Norway. 
ProFr. 1. TEoLocr HARALDUR NIELsson, Iceland. 
HELEN DE G. SALTER, England. 
Dr. MED. FREIHERR A. Vv. SCHRENCK-Novtzinc, Germany. 
VicE-PRESIDENT YOURIEVITCH, Russia. 
Cart VeETT, General Secretary of the Congress. 


One day was spent in visiting the old royal palaces of Kron- 
berg, Fredensberg, and Fredericksberg. ‘The first-named is sup- 
posed to be the place where Hamlet saw his father’s ghost, and 
this fact, together with the fact that an innkeeper has seen fit to 
erect a monument which he assures credulous travellers marks 
Hamlet’s grave, gave rise to some jesting on the part of visiting 
members, though I do not know that any turned aside to view 
the apocryphal “ grave.” Some rumor reached the ears of the 
editor of one of the most respectable New York dailies, and he 
proceeded to wonder at the gullibility of psychical researchers, 
who thought that they had discovered the tomb of Hamlet, and he 
probably wasted considerable time in accumulating the data by 
which he demonstrated the uncertainty that there ever was such 
a person. The only reason for mentioning the matter is that be- 
fore we know it, a legend may be started like that which ascribes 
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to Dr. Osler a serious opinion that people should be asphyxiated 
after reaching the age of sixty. That legend, widely believed, 
also started with a jest. 

The Congress concluded with a farewell banquet at Hotel 
Phoenix. 

The photograph of the greater number of the delegates is re- 
produced for this magazine as a document of record. 

At the time that a little group of University men met in 
England in the year 1882, for the purpose of organizing for 
psychical research, there was probably no scientific society in the 
world engaged in such study. In the Congress of 1921, socie- 
ties in England, America, France, Denmark, Holland, Norway, 
and Iceland were represented, and investigators from fourteen 
countries took part in the proceedings. 
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handelaar, Holland; Mrs. Mikuska, Czecho-Slovakia; Mrs. W. H. Salter, England; Mme. Juliette Bisson, France: Miss Simmonds, England; 
catcherd, England; Baron von Schrenck-Notzing, Germany; Mr. Fritz Grunewald, Germany; Dr. Gustave Geley, France. 
Holland; M. Clement de St. Marea, France; the Rev. Drayton Thomas, England; M. Mélusson, France; Mr. Hereward Carrington, 
ice $ 1 (back); Prof. Vietor Mikuska, Czecho-Slovakia; the Rev. Prof. Haraldur Nielsson, Iceland; Prof. Sidney Alrutz, Sweden; Dr. 
; skar Jaeger, oO vy; Dr. A. Sudre, France; Mr. Carl Vett, Denmark; Mr. J. Hewat McKenzie, England; Mr. Q, J. Selboe, Norway; Dr. C. Magnin, 
Borberg, Denmark; f : . Salter, England; [Lundesignated]. 
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CERTAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF VERIDICAL 
MEDIUMISTIC PHENOMENA COMPARED 
WITH THOSE OF PHENOMENA GEN- 
ERALLY CONCEDED TO BE 
TELEPATHIC. 


A paper read at the Congress on Psychical Research at Copenhagen, 
August 27th, 1921, by WALTER FRANKLIN PRINCE. 

This paper is to be neither an argument in favor of spiritism nor 
one in favor of telepathy. It is to be simply a series of comparisons 
between two classes of materials. 

The one class, consisting largely of automatic writing and speak- 
ing, is prima facie spiritistic, and the persons principally concerned 
are usually known as medium and sitter. The other class furnishes 
the evidence most relied upon for proving the passage of thoughts 
from one living person to another by other than the known sensory 
channels, and the chief parties thereto are known as percipicnt and 
agent. For the sake of brevity and precise reference, let us call the 
material which purports to be spiritistic S, and the material gener- 
ally conceded to be telepathic T. 

The most valuable data for the T class is that which has resulted 
from experimentation, because usually the best authenticated, the 
best orientated as to its conditions, and, since grouped in series, it 
lends itself to mathematical estimation to a degree seldom possible 
with spontaneous material. Nevertheless, we include spontaneous 
instances so far as they reasonably respond to the same criteria, and 
prima facie seem to belong to the same class as defined. Especially 
I shall rely upon some twenty series reported by the English S. P. 
R., mostly experimental, but including the Wales-Samuels spon- 
taneous set. The Ermacora series is excluded, because, while it is 
termed a case of telepathy, a “ control’ purported to carry the sug- 
gested imagery to the dreams of the sleeping subject. All appari- 
tions are excluded, since to grant that these are telepathic is too 
weighty a petitio principii. There is also exclusion of all cases upon 
which a shade rests, whether the suspicion of muscle-reading or that 
of collusion. 


For set S I go to the authenticated records of the highest verid- 
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ical quality, such as the best work of Mrs. Piper, Mrs. Chenoweth, 
Mrs. Smead, Mrs. Leonard and others. The material is ample for 
our purpose. The Ermacora case might legitimately be included, 
and, if 1 were here advocating the spiritistic hypothesis, I might 
plausibly suggest that if a spirit could in this case act as a telepathic 
bond, a spirit could do the same in any other spontaneous case, or 
even in the experimental ones. But this would again be begging the 
question, and the case is finally excluded. 

I take it that there is in the circle T as drawn such a quality and 
quantity of evidence in the way of correspondences, that no one can 
explain it without recourse to some species of supernormal caus- 
ation. I also take it that no one can explain the percentage, quality 
and complexity of veridical material in the circle $, as drawn, with- 
out recourse to some form of supernormal causation. 

One indication that I am correct in these twin assunptions is that 
in the course of some 35 years of Psychical Research no opponent of 
both the spiritistic and telepathic theories has attempted an explana- 
tion. I call you to witness this remarkable fact, that though many 
physical scientists, psychologists, physicians, journalists, etc., have in 
books, magazines and newspapers inveighed with great loquacity, 
vehemence and emotion against both spiritism and telepathy, none of 
them have fairly faced the evidence and honestly dealt with it. 
Every such opponent has either ignored the great monumental 
records as completely as though they had no existence, or he has 
wilfully selected passages upon which no qualified researcher places 
emphasis and by his silence regarding the impressive passages has 
led his readers to think that there are none, or, if he has touched 
any important portions, he has so maltreated and perverted them as 
to constitute intellectual malpractice, and equally to mislead his read- 
ers. As Chesterton has said in another connection, he “ explains the 
easy, denies the hard, and then goes home to tea.” 

It must be understood that the comparisons to be made are pre- 
liminary and tentative. It is quite certain that a later draft, after 
further study of the records, will be modified in many places. It is 
also probable that many years, with all their production of records 
and study of records, must elapse before any positive general con- 
clusion can be drawn from such comparisons. Nevertheless, I have 
thought it well, facing this international company of special scholars, 
to set forth, in all diffidence, these crude and pioneer observations, 
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in the hope that they may stimulate others to prosecute comparative 
studies along the same lines. 

After so lengthy, though necessary, an introduction, let us enter 
upon our task. 

1. In S$ the “I,” or person speaking, generally does not purport 
to be the subject—medium—but someone else. 

In T the “I,” or person speaking, is the subject—percipient. 

2. InS the “I” speaking is almost invariably represented to be 
a person who is dead, or at any rate who is in another state of exist- 
ence commonly referred to as the “ spirit world.” 

In T, since the “1” is the subject herself—I shall use the femi- 
nine pronoun since the majority of both mediums and percipients are 
women—it is a living person. 

3. In S the veridical and evidential statements largely refer to 
the past—not simply minutes or hours, but days, months and years— 
though they may deal with the present, and perhaps with the future. 

In ‘T the veridical statements find their correspondences in 
thoughts or acts of the agent in the present or approximate present— 
within a few minutes or hours—never, so far as | remember the pub- 
lished data, being claimed to reveal thoughts or acts of months or 
years gone by, or appearing to predict the future. 

4. The data given in S not only prevailingly profess to be 
from persons who are dead, but they also prevailingly profess to be 
about persons who are dead—their thoughts, their feelings, their 
acts, their experiences, whether in the earth life or since, the past or 
the present, also their plans and purposes for the future. 

The data produced in T, on the contrary, so far as noted, are 
indifferent to whether the agent, if thinking of a person, is thinking 
of one who is dead or alive. The indications are that in most cases, 
if the agent were thinking of a person, and were at the same time 
either looking at that person or a picture of him, the chance of the 
percipient getting the description or naming the person would be 
greater than if he were thinking of the person only. But the con- 
sideration whether that person were living or dead would in itself 
play no part. 

5. It would be conceivable that the statements of the S class 
should be of a haphazard character, without plan or order, now an 
expression of sentiment or opinion whether or not definitely and evi- 
dentially assignable to a particular person deceased, now a reference 
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to an event which might be connected with another person, now a 
glimpse of a face perhaps of quite another person, and so on—an 
unrelated jumble or phantasmagoria of the thoughts of many per- 
sons who have lived. If, as some writers of unbridled fancy seem 
to suppose, there is an infinity of thoughts floating in actual or ideal 
space, this would be about what we should expect. Or if there is a 
cosmic reservoir, made up of the thoughts of innumerable myriads 
of individuals now lost from existence, we would rather expect that 
the medium, angling therein, would bring up a miscellaneous and 
heterogeneous lot of fish. But what we actually find is that the 
deliverances in class $ tend to be highly selective, and to gather 
around definite persons who are dead, as if endeavoring to project 
memory-groups belonging to them, at their best recognizable as com- 
plexes of facts relating to those persons alone. 

But we find no parallel tendency in class T. We would hardly 
expect to find it in the experimental series, where the agents them- 
selves flit from subject to subject. Yet it would be conceivable that 
the tendency of the recipient to draw from the agent’s mind thoughts 
of the past related to the dead might be so strong as to defeat the 
agent’s purposes, and instead of what he intended, steadily harp upon 
his dead friends. This is not the case. Nor do we find this tendency 
operating even in the T spontaneous series, such as the Miles- 
Ramsden and Ramsden-Statkovsky sets 





generally reckoned among 
the experimental, but since their results most frequently corres- 
ponded with things thought, seen or done by the agent sometime dur- 
ing the day, rather than what she intended to transmit at the moment, 
they are to that extent spontaneous—or the Wales-Samuels set. In 
fact, we find more nearly what I said was conceivable in but not 
characteristic of S, all sorts of impressions, important and unim- 
portant, of things thought, said, read, seen or felt by the agent any 
time during the day, unrelated to each other, and finding unity in— 
not a dead person, but the living agent. Whereas, as we have seen, 
in S the particulars stated will often not only relate to a dead person 
but have an orderly relation to each other. 

6. In S, the deliverances claiming to be memories are often 
dramatic, colorful, animated, flowing, like the description of a 
moving-picture. 

In T they may be picturesque, but are not dramatic, are as it 
were lifeless, consisting of one or at best a number of particu- 
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lars, given catalogue-fashion, or like the description of a partly- 
illuminated picture on the wall. I say partly-illuminated because, 
when the agent is trying to project anything complex, the percipient 
hardly ever gets all the particulars dwelt upon, and may get several 
wrongly, even though the general result is convincing. 

7. In $ colloquies seemingly occur, as if between the purported 
“communicator” and the purported intermediary known as the 
“ control.” 

Of course there is nothing parallel in T. Yet why do I say “ of 
course’? Why should not the subconscious, which is assumed by 
all investigators, both those who accept and those who reject the 
theory of spirit communication, to be at least a factor in mediumistic 
work, also invent for the telepathic recipient, at any rate in some 
cases, a “ control” or mysterious helper of some description ? 

8. In S$ we often find as it were remarks behind the scenes, with 
the appearance of not being intended for the sitters, as though they 
were overheard and not distinguished from the “ message,” had 
slipped through inadvertently. No attempt seems to be made to call 
attention to them, there is no appearance of its being a deep-laid plan 
to dramatize, but rather the remarks appear casual, are often frag- 
mentary as though only the answer to a question by a third party 
standing by had been caught, and then the “ communicator’s ” theme 
flows on as though the interpolation had not been noticed. How- 
ever, if an explanation of the singular sentence or phrase embedded 
like a fossil in the communication is asked, the explanation given 
is as we have indicated. 

All this sort of thing is absent from the T circle. 

9. Inclass T there is no reason to suppose that the mental pro- 
cesses of the recipient, conscious and subconscious, do not work sin- 
cerely, though even there the imagery or ideas often announced by 
the recipient, widely differing from those the agent intended or what 
concerned him in any way, show that the subconscious cannot 
wholly be inhibited from its fabricating tendencies, its dreams, 
fantasies, or whatever we may term its constructions. 

If class S, the apparently spiritistic, represents the cases where 
the subconscious is tricky, is acting out fantasies with no restraint 
outside of itself, it is strange that, with sane mediums, the fantasies 
are always of the same nature, representing the spirits of the dead, 


or at least denizens of another world, as endeavoring to converse 
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with the living in this. Since the mythology, poetry, fables and folk- 
lore of the nations prove the limitless capacity of the human mind 
for imaginative construction, it is puzzling, if mediumistic dramatics 
have no external reality, if the medium’s subliminal current is sub- 
ject to no limitations from without, that the actors in the drama are 
never elves, fairies, giants, gods and goddesses, intellectually- 
endowed beasts and birds, ete. 

I am aware of the Martian concoctions, and do not doubt that the 
subliminal mind is capable, when unrestrained, of expressing fan- 
tasies in automatic writing and speaking, being strongly of the opin- 
ion that this at any rate is nearly always the case when the eminent 
dead of past ages are represented as communicating. But Martian 
stuff and purported messages from Biblical characters and other 
notables of long ago never, or next to never, contain evidential matter, 
and so do not come within circle S as I have drawn it. It still re- 
mains peculiar that the impressive veridical matter undoubtedly 
emanating from mediums, if it is really due to telepathy from the 
living taking a fantastic form, always chooses the form of communi- 
cations from the dead, and, to say the least, far most frequently 
from the more recently dead. 

10. There is occasionally observable, in S, the appearance as of 
a misunderstanding on the part of the “ control” or the subliminal, 
of the meaning of the “communicator,” causing temporary con- 
fusion, but when the confusion is cleared up it frequently becomes 
evident, upon reviewing the passage, that what was finally effected 
is what was intended from the first. In somewhat the same fashion 
when a word is repeatedly attempted over the telephone and is re- 
peatedly unintelligible, and efforts to explain it increase the con- 
fusion, yet when we finally get the word we can think back and note 
that the obscure variations which seemed to reach us all resembled 
and were intended for that very word. 

Thus, in the Mrs. Fischer communications to her daughter (Pro- 
ceedings of American S$. P. R. for 1917) through Mrs. Chenoweth, 
something like the following came, quoted from memory: 

“We went to a neighbor’s to see a pet Bunny [pause] a pet 
Bunny .B- B_ Bunny [pause] No, it wasa pet Bunny BB 
Bunny’ B [long pause. Medium moans. Then a word was writ- 
ten which I defer until the next section, then—] A small cow 
Bossy.” 
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This passage, which is substantially correct, is a good illustration 
of what I mean. Who can doubt that some one or something in- 
tended “ Bossy ’—a colloquial term for a calf—from the first, in- 
stead of “ Bunny. ”’—a colloquial term for a rabbit? Else why did 
the communicator stop at “ Bunny” every time and begin again, 
express dissatisfaction, pause as though pondering on what was the 
matter or how to remedy it, experience emotion which extorted 
moans from the medium, and finally say “ small cow ” as though to 
avoid the word beginning with B? If two minds were engaged in 
the process, the second receiving from the first, we can see how this 
second, call it the “control” or the medium’s subconscious, could, 
when the “ pet B—” was reached, conceive the picture of a rabbit and 
cling to the prepossession for some time despite the efforts of the 
first mind to dislodge it. 

Sometimes the “ communicator ” apparently finds the obstacles in 
the way of being understood on a particular matter too great and 
gives up the attempt. So at another time “ Mrs. Fischer” was en- 
deavoring to give her first name and actually wrote it—Emma—at 
the first attempt, only “ Km” appeared on one line and the “ ma ” 
on the line below. Hence it was not recognized by the experimenter 
contemporaneously reading the writing aloud, as a name. Then 
came “ Ma,” which may have represented: the renewed attempt to 
give the name Emma, since the pronounciation of this name is nearly 
the same as that of the two letters M a, following each other. Then 
came “ Mary,” as though the receiver were trying to help out or 
guessing, what looked like rejections of “ Mary” and renewals of 
“Ma,” and at last the communicator seemed to give up with a pa- 
thetic appeal to the silent sitter that it was her mother speaking. 
Noting that the name “ Emma” actually was written at first, I can 
hardly doubt that somebody or something, finding it unnoticed, was 
trying in all this confusion which followed to get that name through 
again, in shape that would be recognized. 

There is nothing of all this ir T, no seeming collision of intelli- 
gences, one endeavoring to be understood, the other persistently mis- 
understanding, no confusions of similar character, no ejaculatory 
debate as it were, no appearance whatever of two mentalities being 
concerned in any way, on the part of the recipient and aside from 
the agent. 


11. There are in S many instances of the apparent employment 
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of an ingenious device, displaying calculating intelligence, in order 
to clear up a confusion and get the intended meaning through. In 
the “ Bunny ” instance just cited the one word which I deferred to 
mention, the first word coming after the long pause, was “ Milk.” 
Now as milk is utterly incongruous with a rabbit, it is a word very 
fit to cause anyone supposing that animal intended, to drop it from 
consideration. Nor will it be contested that it is a word quite fitly 
associated with a calf. The following words “ small cow,” as an 
alternative term for “ Bossy,” avoids the initial letter which might 
sidetrack into the “ Bunny” channel again, and now there was 
calmly written, “ It was a Bossy,” and all was well. The same sort 
of device one who is misunderstood over the telephone often em- 
ploys. So I have said, “It is Prince speaking.” ‘“‘ Who, Pierce?” 
*“ No, Prince.” “ Pierce?” ‘“ No. Son of a King—Prince.” ‘Thus 
I have made my name understood, and such a device often seems to 
be employed in the mediumistic “ messages.” 

There is nothing of the kind perceivable in T. 

12. In §S there is, in respects already stated and others to be 
stated, the appearance of variously-calculating reason at work devis- 
ing, adapting. renewing means to make a previous conception 
understood. 

In T there is the prevailing appearance as if it were a process of 
quasi-sensory perception, beginning with nothing, but acquiring one 
or more particulars as one might make out something of the nature 
of an object seen obscurely, or might approximate to a word or 
sentence spoken at a distance. 

13. In S, to emphasize a factor already involved in the previous 
and other sections, there is an appearance as though of willing to 
produce a result. 

In T there is no appearance of willing on the part of the recipi- 
ent, except in order to maintain passivity. It is as if there were a 
blind attractive or propulsive force in operation, analogous to mag- 
netism or electricity. 

14. With S, in many cases, a whole incident, involving a number 
of particulars, comes through as it were by one emptying of the 
bucket. Only the limitations of language seem to prevent all being 
given at the same instant, the first particulars being interlocked with 
and presupposing those that follow. 


With T, as a number of experimenters have remarked, and as 
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the records amply illustrate, the particulars come by piecemeal, or as 
though one went to the bucket with a dipper again and again, leis- 
urely or with pauses. 

15. In S varied and sometimes violent emotions may accompany 
the messages, and these have the appearance of inhering in the dis- 
carnate persons purporting to communicate, but also affect the 
organism of the medium, so that her eyes shed tears or, if she wakes 
quickly, she says, e. g., “I feel as if I had been laughing,” which 
had been the case. 

In T there ‘appear to attach to the percipient no emotions other 
than those which naturally attach to any doubtful experiment, curios- 
ity, hope, pleasure at success, disappointment at failure, and these 
belong without question to the percipient’s own personality. The 
utterances as a rule are coldly descriptive, not emotional. 

16. Often in S$ the medium, awake or in trance, experiences 
pains or seeming symptoms of maladies which correspond in char- 
acter and location with those which the purported communicator 
experienced at or near the time of his death. They rarely, if ever, 
convincingly correspond with those of the sitter. 

In T’ some recipients seem capable of reflecting pains and other 
physical sensations of the agent. But I know of no instance where 
they seem or purport to reflect those of the dead. 

17. In S$ there are found plenty of irrelevances. Nevertheless, 
in the material of the highest character, where the sitter has some 
person or particular theme in mind and the medium gets nothing 
relevant to that person or theme, frequently she does get something 
else which is not a failure, because it appears to relate to some other 
person or theme evidential in connection with the sitter. Much of 
the best evidence has come about in this way. 

Generally, in T, if the recipient does not get what the agent in- 
tended he should get, at least in part, she gets nothing relevant to 
the agent in any convincing degree, though there are exceptions to 
this rule. 

18. In the S circle there has been a case where, within four 
weeks after the death of a person, four psychics unrelated in any 
way to each other and utterly ignorant of the deceased, have given a 
variety of coinciding statements cogent enough so that, had they 
occurred within the circle T, they would have been deemed telepathic 
successes. The singular grouping, so soon after the decease, might 
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suggest that it was due to the activity of the discarnate mind rather 
than to a sudden ability, difficult to account for, on the part of the 
sitter to act as “ agent ” in several directions. : 

I have not yet learned that any experimenter in circle T has 
reported a similar sudden inclination on the part of several percip- 
ients to get impressions at about the same time, not corresponding to 
anything which he was trying to project, but to some theme to him of 
pressing importance at that time. 

19. Inthe T set, the great bulk of experimental and spontaneous 
data show that there is a pre-established rapport between percipient 
and agent, either because each knows that he is experimenting with 
the other or because of a strong sympathetic bond between them. 
Also, usually, though the testimony is not uniform on this point, 
success is aided by the two being near each other. 

But the theory that the best and most evidential cases in S are of 
the same nature, in that the medium derives her information from 
the living by telepathy, often requires that either from the medium’s 
mind must go out something not only to the sitter but also, directly 
or indirectly, to persons unknown to her and perhaps to the sitter 
likewise, irrespective of distance, and bring back information from 
various quarters and directions, selectively adapted to the subject in 
hand, or that somehow telepathic waves must originate with these 
various persons in various places at various distances, which go to 
the mind of the medium and deftly fill up lacunz in the memoranda 
drawn from the sitter. We have remarked that the data indicate 
that the T correspondences, if they are not to contemporaneous 
thoughts of the agent, seldom seem to go back farther than one day. 
But the telepathy required for such S cases as we have just alluded 
to must be even more transcendent than thus far pointed out. For 
while one needful or convenient fact for a mediumistic communica- 
tion might, if there is means to do it, be procurable from Aunt Mary 
50 miles away westward, another fact from Grandfather Brown 300 
miles away eastward, another fact from a man living in the neigh- 
borhood where Father was born 1000 miles away southward, and 


still another fact from one of several persons somewhere in the 
world acquainted with an excessively rare book in which it is re- 
corded, it cannot be supposed, especially as the incident may be one 
of thirty years ago, that all these persons were either mentally en- 
gaged upon their several facts contemporaneously with their re- 
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hearsal by the medium, or that they have all thought of them for 
months or years. Thus, it must be admitted, we would have a tele- 
pathic maze in type, range and complexity far beyond anything indi- 
cated within the circle T, of which we have present knowledge. 

20. In series after series of experiments for thought-transfer- 
ence we are told that success was greatest when the agent concen- 
trated his attention upon the selected object, diagram, word or idea, 
and in certain series it is added that he must energetically will the 
percipient to receive it. 

But, so far as I know, such experiments in the course of medium- 
istic deliverances are not followed by results sufficiently in cor- 
respondence to convince that they are the result of the experiment- 
er’s efforts. I myself have tried it a great many times with mediums, 
employing all my powers of mental concentration and all the mental 
devices I could think of, and never but once had an apparent success, 
and we must allow something for coincidence on this side also. I 
have indeed had matter purporting to come from the person I had in 
mind, but never near enough to my thought, save in the one case, 
even to suggest telepathy. Dr. Hyslop experimented in the same way 
without affirmative results. Doubtless many others have done so, 
but I do not recollect to have read of successes. 

An interesting relevant incident occurs to me. My foster 
daughter, who does evidential work of the S class, has several times 
in the last four years predicted, giving discarnate intelligences as her 
authority, that I would sometime go to Europe. Although I had 
never crossed the Atlantic I would not have considered my doing so 
sometime in the future as a convincing proof of prediction, nor is it 
as a prediction that I now refer to the matter. But the next morning 
after I received the invitation to this Congress she suddenly de- 
clared, as our sitting began, in tones of deep conviction, that I was 
going to Europe, and for the first time added, “ And you are going 
soon.” One may say, “ An excellent illustration of telepathy! She 
got it from your mind.” Maybe so, but here is the odd thing. There 
were reasons why I was so firmly convinced that the Society could 
not send a representative at this time that | wrote within the hour 
telling Mr. Vett that it would probably be impossible to accept. I 
sent the Danish. letter to our President as a formal act, and hardly 
did the matter cross my mind again until I was surprised by his letter 
some days later opening the way to my going. I thought so little, in 
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fact, that it never occurred to me to mention the invitation to my 
family, so little that even when my daughter made her declaration I 
did not remember and connect it with the invitation from Denmark, 
and only did so when President McDougall’s letter was read several 
days later. As I had not even then told my family about Mr. Vett’s 
letter, 1 now began to experiment in sittings with the young woman, 
trying with all my energy to “ telepath ” to her about the journey, in 
order to elicit a further statement or at least a repetition of what had 
been said. But not another relevant word issued. 

I simply point to the absolute contrast between the conditions 
here and those supposed to govern in the experimental cases of class 
T, where vivid thinking, concentration and willing are employed. 
When I was in a situation to, and did follow these maxims, there 
was no result. If the timely statement which professed to be from 
the discarnate was really from my mind, it was at a period when I 
did not believe that I was about to go to Europe, at a moment when 
I had no active thoughts upon the subject, and when I had thought 
so very little about the matter that my subconscious could have been 
very slightly charged with it. 

21. Again, I do not know one medium whose results are evi- 
dentially impressive, and who, apart from spiritistic “ business,” is 
successful as a percipient in direct telepathic experiments. And there 
appear to be almost no instances, 1f any, of persons successful as 
telepathic percipients in the ordinary way, who are subject, at other 
times, to mediumistic business. I speak with diffidence as there may 
be exceptions in both categories, but I have never personally met any, 
and do not remember any recorded case where the same person 
would at one time produce the straight T results and at another give 
“messages ” in the mediumistic fashion and of evidential quality. 
F.ven if there are rare exceptions, it is peculiar the rule should be 
that the same person is not capable of the two species of phenomena. 
If S and T are varieties of the same thing, the former simply decked 
out and disguised in -spiritistic trappings subliminally manufactured, 
one would suspect, with the air so full of suggestion, that “ recipi- 
ents,” as they also have subliminals, would frequently cross the nar- 
row bridge and use mediumistic phraseology, and that mediums, 
stimulated by the successes of “ 


b 


straightforward telepathy,’ would 
frequently cross the bridge from their end and get their results in 
that fashion. 
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I add that when, in the history of the Doris Case of multiple per- 
sonality, the secondary personality, “ Margaret,” was giving evidence 
of telepathy if there is evidence anywhere, the person in whom 
“ Margaret” inhered was subject to no deliverances of the medium- 
istic order. And when Doris had well progressed toward normality, 
and after she became normal, and phenomena of class S$ did begin, 
those of class T had ceased. 

22. In several T series, the investigators—Mrs. Verrall, Mr. 
Wales, etc.—show that the data indicate telepathy rather than clair- 
voyance. On the other hand there are S records that seem to me to 
indicate clairvoyance rather than telepathy. I particularly refer to 
many references made in the work of Mrs. Chenoweth to matters in 
California, to which the sitter Doris had returned, and with which 
the experimenter, Dr. Hyslop, was unfamiliar. Many of these refer- 
ences seemed like the external aspect of things relating to the family, 
rather than what members of the family thought about them. How- 
ever, my investigation of this point has been too slight for me to 
speak with confidence. 
23. ‘There is a tendency in the § deliverances to produce trance. 
If all such were given in trance it might be assumed that it is this 
which inhibits normal reflection and judgment and allows the en- 
trance of spiritistic imagery. But this is not the case, for some 
mediums do not become entranced and yet maintain the spiritistic 
setting. Still the tendency undoubtedly is toward the trance state. 
Some who do not attain it fully reach a halfway condition, and others 
maintain normal consciousness only by strenuous exertions because 
of scruples. 

Not so the percipients of T. They almost invariably retain 
normal consciousness, unless artificial hypnosis is brought about. 
The nearest exception that I now remember is the case of Miss 
Samuels, who got the most of her impressions during ordinary sleep. 

24. There is therefore nothing in T corresponding with the 
borderland transitional stage, just before emerging into full con- 
sciousness, of Mrs. Piper, Mrs. Chenoweth and others, with its 
peculiar auditory and visual impressions, its curious alterations in 
physical states as to circulation, zsthesia, etc. 

25. In the S group the purported communicators discuss and 
declare, at times, how they get information and how they project it 
through the consciousness of the medium. Imperator and others 
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claimed that they furnished thoughts which were clothed in part 
from the medium’s vocabulary. The “ spirits ” declare that they visit 
the living and learn present facts and impart influences. A com- 
municator through Doris gives a plausible account, in instant re- 
sponse to a query, how predictions are possible. 

But in T the results simply come, they give no account whence 
or how they come. 

26. In the annals of S entirely new methods suddenly appear, 
with no abandonment of the old, as though a plan had been devised 
on “the other side”’ to furnish a new species of evidence and carry 
conviction to a stupid generation. A notable example is the appear- 
ance of systematic cross-correspondence largely of a scholastic, liter- 
ary trend. This began a few weeks after the death of Mr. Myers, 
and professed to be carried on by him and others. An experiment 
had been undertaken by Professor Verrall, to see if he could make a 
certain peculiar Greek phrase emerge in the consciousness of Mrs. 
Verrall, she being unaware of the intent. Presently spiritistic 
verbiage began to appear in her script of a nature as though the 
experiment were being utilized by spirits for their own evidential 
purposes, and therewith developed a long series of literary and 
classical allusions which seemed to play around the selected phrase. 
It was a new phenomenon. As Mr. Piddington justly says (Pro- 
ceedings of English S. P. R., July, 1919), Professor Verrall was 
expecting the old straightforward telepathy (“agent thought of a 
cat, the percipient got the impression of a cat”). But something 
new began, something different and complex, something which un- 
expectedly to the experimenter and to Mrs. Verrall, who did not 
know an experiment was being tried with her, claimed to be from 
spirits and from Myers in particular, something congruous with 
his complex mentality and scholarship. And the new method spread 
to other psychics. 

The phenomena of T show no such sudden switches, develop- 
ments, transformations of method. One percipient can get a particu- 
lar type of impression, visual, numerical, verbal, physical sensation, 
or whatever it may be, better than another, and at one time better 
than at another, but each continues or develops along her own lines, 
and neither does a new species of method spring up full-grown, 
nor does one recipient seem to catch the method of another as 
through suggestion. Particularly, there has never appeared within 
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the T circle anything like the literary allusion method, nor anything 
of the nature of cross-correspondence, whereby, e. g., it is announced 
through one percipient that a particular word or phrase will be given 
through another percipient at a distance, with a more or less convinc- 
ing sequence. That is, within the T circle neither are any such intri- 
cate phenomena perceivable nor are the apparent methods subject 
to sudden and radical changes. Why not, if the percipients are po- 
tentially capable of these, if their work is essentially the same as that 
of S? Why, with all the possibilities of suggestion, do not at least 
some percipients make a blind stagger at adopting the methods and 
imitating the abrupt transitions of mediumship? 

27. In § there is often the marked appearance as though one 
particular deceased person ‘were able to get his thoughts through 
better than another. That is, the purported messages from a certain 
spirit are evidential beyond those of another, though both persons 
were equally unknown and unheard of on the part of the medium. 
For example, Dr. Hyslop’s father seemed more successful than any 
other of his relatives in both the Piper and the Smead scripts. 
“Mrs. Fischer” gave forth a larger percentage of evidential ma- 
terial than did any other character when Mrs. Chenoweth was the 
medium and Doris the sitter. And it appears to me that the de- 
parted woman friend of Lady Troubridge furnished evidence beyond 
all comparison with Raymond, through Mrs. Leonard. 

There is nothing to correspond with this in the T circle. In the 
remarkably successful series where Professor Gilbert Murray was 
the percipient, the agent often selected some person, whether living or 
dead, as the object upon which to concentrate. But it never hap- 
pened, I believe, that some particular name was distinguished by the 
flood of evidential particulars which it evoked, so as to present a 
verisimilitude which would suggest that possibly a spirit might be 
assisting without giving notice of the fact. 

28. The apparent speakers in S often manifest a recurrent 
tendency, a pronounced inclination to return to and elaborate the 
same theme in suhsequent. sitting. 

There is no such tendency perceivable in the T material. Serap- 
piness and transitions as to topics throughout a series are the rule, 
even with spontaneous matter. 

29. In S the evidential statements often purport to come from 
persons who, in fact, were in their lifetime particularly suited to 
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utter them. Were the imparted facts, as well as the person, normally 
known to the medium, she could of course consciously or subcon- 
sciously fit the statement to the man. But I am referring to pro- 
tected cases. If telepathy from the living is the source of the state- 
ments, it shows a restraint and calculation for which the data of T 
furnish no examples, to wait until the right person is supposed to 
come along before letting them through. 

For example, when Dr. Hyslop was experimenting with Mrs. 
Chenoweth as psychic and Doris as sitter, the latter was then as 
normal looking and acting a young woman as one would wish to see, 
so that had the psychic not been in trance before the sitter entered, 
and if the latter had not been made to sit behind the psychic and 
to remain silent, it could not normally have been discovered that 
the sitter had formerly been an extraordinary case of multiple 
personality. 

For some days Mrs. Fischer, Doris’s mother, purported to com- 
municate, and along with an astonishing array of facts as to the past 
came an astonishingly accurate description of the daughter’s now 
banished trouble, but in terms of conduct and symptoms only, as was 
appropriate to one who had possessed no acquaintance with technical 
psychology. There was not a word betraying any comprehension of 
the great underlying features, the dissociation, the personalities as 
such, the amnesia. Yet these were now familiar to both Doris and 
Dr. Hyslop, and when the conduct was being described, the nature 
of the case and the causes of the conduct must have been vividly 
before their minds. ‘Telepathy, if it was then acting, was holding 
itself under singular restraint. But later came the purported Dr. 
Hodgson, who promptly likened the case to one which he said he 
personally had known, first naming the physician and psychologist 
who treated it, Dr. Morton Prince, and then naming the case itselfi— 
the Beauchamp case. Now the Beauchamp case was in fact of all 
recorded cases the most similar to that of Doris (and the chance of 
making this hit by guess, considering the rarity of such instances of 
multiple personality, was not one in a hundred thousand), and Dr. 
Hodgson had in fact been personally familiar with it. Bear in mind 
that not a line had yet been printed about the Doris Case, and that 
the experiments were so safeguarded as to be absolutely sealed from 
leakage of normal information. For that matter, Dr. Hodgson’s 
relation to the Beauchamp case is only obscurely referred to in a 
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single book. But granting that the psychic had seen that reference, 
and that all through the “ Mrs. Fischer” messages Doris and Dr. 
Hyslop were unconsciously telepathing, “ Dissociation! Personali- 
ties! Like Beauchamp case!’ it is remarkable that the effects did 
not show until “ Dr. Hodgson” could be produced, to whom the 
revelation was congruous and characteristic. I repeat that no such 
restraint or calculation, no such withholding for dramatic or climac- 
tic effect is ever in the least degree suspected within the T circle. 
Particulars there come by “ piecemeal,” in no perceivable logical or 
teleological order, but in seemingly haphazard fashion. 

30. In T there are no predictions, either express or implied. 
That is to say, there are, so far as I know, no data indicating that the 
product of telepathic percipients find convincing correspondences in 
the future. 

But in S there are frequent claims to predict. It is well known 
that many of the predictions are not fulfilled. But the mere fact that 
they are made constitutes a differentiating feature. And many claims 
are made with some impressive evidence, that predictions are ful- 
filled, predictions of so complex or unusual and unlikely a character 
that chance-happening seems to a high degree improbable. I am not 
ready for conclusions upon this point, but can see the possibility 
that, if this kind of evidence continues to appear, it may come in my 
view to constitute an impassable chasm between straight telepathy 
and mediumistic phenomena. 

[ have finished the list of comparisons so far as I am ready to 
suggest them at this time. Some are of little importance by them- 
selves, others may appear to be of great importance. Their ap- 
parent implicatory significance varies. They are presented without 
much logical order, and are of a pioneer and tentative character. I 
expect and desire that they shall be criticized, and care little, to adopt 
the words of a historical personage, whether they “are voted up or 
voted down.” ‘They are mere memoranda for future study and dis- 
cussion, which, haply, may sometime decide whether S and T, in 
their evidential aspects, are essentially the same phenomena or will 
ever remain separate classes. 
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EXPERIENCES WITH TWO MEDIUMS. 
Reported by Grorce L. TRAFFARN. 
I. PRELIMINARY CORRESPONDENCE. 


The reporter of the Experiences is a business man of excellent 
mentality, cautious and instructed as to the precautions which 
should be employed. His narrative is based upon notes taken at 
the time of his sittings, which notes are in the possession of the 
Society and have been compared word for word. 

The mediums were both professionals, but this is a fact of no 
importance, providing that the conditions were guarded. Mr. 
Traffarn has reviewed all the circumstances and is confident that 
there could have been no leakage affecting the most of the facts 
corresponding with statements in the communications, and that 
it is extremely improbable that any of them were deprived by 
normal means. Nor did oral and written cross-examination of a 
witness anxious to throw all possible light upon the matter weaken 
the case. 

The record does not stand on a level with those which are 
complete, but the sitter took down all that he could, and it shows 
that he set down not only statements which he recognized as 
true, but also statements which appear not to have been relevant 
or which have not been verified. 

On May 20, 1919, Mr. Traffarn wrote from Daytona, Florida, 
a letter to the office of the A. S. P. R. of which this is the relevant 
portion : 


Incidentally, I have something that it is just possible may in- 
terest you. Ata private sitting recently with a psychic from Massa- 
chusetts who spent the winter in Florida, I obtained something not 
only intensely dramatic but also rather strikingly evidential so far 
as I am able to judge. The unusual feature was this: It was alleged 
to be, and bore every evidence of being, a case of “ direct control ” 
on the part of the spirit of an adopted sister who died in Septem- 
ber, 1917, and who was said to have been in a continuous comatose 
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or “dream” state thereafter until I unconsciously “ opened the 
door” by this sitting. The death was from cerebral hemorrhage 
and every incident of the stroke and succeeding illness was dra- 
matically and accurately portrayed, as well as many little personal 
“touches” that to me appeared rather remarkable, even in the 
light of similar sittings in the records of yourself and Sir Oliver 
Lodge in the works referred to above. After the exit of this spirit 
[ had a rather extended conversation with one of the regular con- 
trols of the psychic who stated in response to a question that it was 
a case of direct control, and explained the object. I kept rather full 
notes and should greatly value your opinion of the matter that came 
through. 
Very sincerely yours, 


G. L. TRAFFARN. 


Following this letter Dr. Hyslop had an interview with Mr. 
Traffarn, and asked for a written report of the sitting described. 
Mr. Traffarn sent it, together with a brief report of a sitting 
which his wife had with the same medium, and a letter dated 
from ——, N. Y., June 17, 1919. 


Pursuant to your request at the time of our meeting at your 
office on May 30th, I am sending herewith typewritten copy of notes 
taken at the sitting then discussed, these notes being supplemented 
by explanatory data which will, I believe, assist you in appraising the 
evidential value, if any, of the material that came through. 

Undoubtedly my methods as an experimenter at this, my first 
and only sitting, will appear very crude to a seasoned veteran like 
yourself, but I did the best I could under my own limitations and 
those of a trance-speaking sitting where a stenographer is lacking. 

You will note that I have appended a brief narrative summary of 
a sitting my wife had with the same psychic on the day following 
my own sitting, and of which I made no mention the day I saw you. 
It has occurred to me, however, that as the matter which came 
through purported to be from the same communicator and was 
linked up with the earlier sitting by the opening remark of coritrol 
in the later one, it may be well to serid it to you for what it is worth. 
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II. Sirrinc at CassapaGa, Fioripa, Mcu. 6, 1919. (1) 

Present: G. L. Traffarn, sitter, (G. L. T.); Wellman C. 
Whitney, psychic. 

(A small table stood between sitter and psychic. ) 

Psychic entered trance in four or five minutes after a few 
spasmodic twitchings and jerkings. Eyes closed. 

First control gave what purported to be an outline of my 
own life which is here omitted. 

Then a spirit was said to be present the rather brief descrip- 
tion of whom suggested Tillie. (2) Hair about half gray, ap- 
parently originally brown, parted in the middle and arranged 
le « sely behind. 

[Correct in every detail. | 

No bodily description. 





1. As the above sitting was held at the Spiritualist camp at Cassadaga, 
Florida, with a professional medium, a word of explanation as to how it came 
about may be pertinent. 

[ am not a spiritualist, this being my first and only direct experience 
among members of the cult. I am a business man, having conducted a gen- 
eral insurance agency in ——, N. Y., for nearly 30 years. I have, 
however, been for some time interested in the investigations.of psychic phe- 
nomena, but until the past winter my opportunities for enlightenment have 
been confined to occasional magazine and newspaper articles. Early in Decem- 
ber “last, however, while en route to our winter home in Daytona, Florida, 
I purchased in New York a copy of Sir Oliver Lodge’s “ Raymond,” and 
while reading the book in our section of the Pullman a gentleman occupying 
with his wife an adjoining section tapped me on the shoulder, observing, 
“T see you are reading ‘Raymond’; are you interested in the occult?” This 
led to a pleasant acquaintance, the gentleman and his wife being on their way 
to their winter home at Cassadaga. He suggested that if Mrs. Traffarn and 
I would run over to the camp (about 30 miles from Daytona) they would be 
glad to assist us in making a personal investigation. Early in March we ac- 
cepted this invitation, the above sitting being the result. Mr. Whitney, we 
were informed, was the best and most highly developed psychic in the camp, 
also that he gave private sittings. I asked if one could be arranged for me, 
the result being that I was introduced, merely by name, to Mr. Whitney and 
a sitting was arranged for the following morning at the psychic’s apart- 
ments. I thus came as an entire stranger, my name only being known to 
psychic. 

2. In the fall of 1870 Miss Tillie P—, then a young girl of 17, came to 
live with us, our family at the time consisting of my parents and myself. I 
was ‘then 8 years old. And while Tillie was never formally adopted she was 
always regarded and cherished as one of the family. 


Since the death of my 
mother in 1910, Tillie had lived in my own home. 
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(3) Immediately psychic re-enacted, accurately and dra- 
matically, the features marking the attack on the night Tillie 
was stricken. Clasped his head in both hands and moaning as 
if in intense agony. Then crying, “It broke!” he fell forward 
on the table in collapse, just as Tillie did when falling to the 
floor. 

After a few seconds of’ apparent complete unconsciousness 
the low moaning re-commenced. 

(Are you stillin pain?) [An “ opener” in effort to get com- 
municator to talk. | 

No-o, [slowly and uncertainly] but everything is so strange. 
[Crying and moaning continuing and tear rolled down cheek of 
psychic. | 

Psychic here extends hand which [ took. My hand was now 
pressed almost spasmodically while other hand of psychic grasped 
my wrist, forearm and upperarm successively, just as a blind 
person would do in trying to identify one, saying, “It ts you, 
isn’t it? O, | am so glad, so glad!” [Repeating words “so 
glad” two or three times. ] Here the sitting took on a highly emo- 
tional character which, with my imprisoned right hand, for a 
time made the taking of notes impossible. And while communi- 
cator continued talking I was later unable to remember anything 
said beyond the remaks already quoted. The import of what 


3. On the evening of the last Sunday in August, 1917, while my wife and 
[ were sitting reading, Tillie entered from another room clasping both 
hands to her head and crying and moaning in agony. 


Staggering and sway- 
ing forward she fell insensible on the floor. 


A physician hastily summoned 
pronounced it cerebral hemorrhage. She lingered about ten days during 
which she had several lucid intervals. During one of these intervals she told 
of the awful pain in the head that marked the attack, and that ‘following this 
was a sensation as if her “whole brain was submerged” as she expressed it. 
After this all was a blank. Now all this was accurately and realistically 
portrayed at the sitting, psychic clasping his head and crying and moaning, 
then falling forward in apparent complete unconsciousness, all exactly as 
happened in Tillie’s case. The cry “It broke” seemed to me distinctly to 
suggest the rush of the hemorrhage and the sensation of the “brain being 
submerged.” Up to this time in the sitting the name of the spirit purporting 
to communicate had not come through; in fact it was only given once—and 
that incidentally—in my subsequent talk with the control when latter said 


“That mother loved Tillie almost as she loved you.” I wish I could be 
certain that the name was not let slip by myself during the emotional part of 
sitting while no notes were being taken, and while I was occasionally reply- 


ing to talk of communicator. I feel sure I did not but couldn’t swear to it. 
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was said, however, as well as the whole action, indicated that 
communicator was overjoyed at meeting. When communicator 
had become calmer I| asked, 

(Have you seen mother ? ) 

(4) “ Why, what are you talking about? Mother is dead. 
Don't you remember we laid her away? J/’m not dead; I am 
right here.” 

(I know we thought she was dead but I have been studying 
the matter and begin to think she still lives. ) 

“ Oh, I can’t understand it; [brokenly] it seems just like a 
dream.” _ Then starting suddenly and with sharp intake of 
breath came the exclamation, 

“Why, mother is here! And she looks so beautiful. Not as 
she did when she was sick,—she looks younger, and so beautiful.” 
[The words “so beautiful’ being repeated slowly as if in 
wonder. | 

(Does she speak to you?) 

No, she just looks at me. 

(Which can you see the clearer, mother or me?) 

“Why, I can see her clearer: [as if surprised]. You look so 
funny.” [Note the recurrence of the word “ funny” and ex- 
pression “isn’t it funny ”’ used throughout sittings of both Mrs. 
T—— and myself, and also referred to in my notes. This was a 
characteristic expression of communicator in life, and our best 
recollection is that they were words never used by psychic either 
in his normal consciousness or during any of his public “ mes- 
sages,’ several of which were given in pavilion while we were at 
Cassadaga.] ‘* Oh, everything is so strange. I can’t understand 
it. I seem to be ina dream.” [This expression also being used 
repeatedly during sitting.]| ‘ But [emphatically and snappily | 
I’m not dead.” 


4. When in response to my question as to whether communicator had seen 
mother, the surprise created in the mind of the former by the nature of the 
question was indicated unmistakably by the inflection of the reply “ Why, 
what are you talking about? Mother is dead,” &c. If the words “ What a 
fool question” had been used instead, they could hardly have reflected more 
accurately the impression obviously created by my question. As to whether 
the entire spontaneity and emphasis with which they came has any evidential 
value touching the question of spirit’s alleged continuous comatose condition 
since her death and her present belief that she was not dead, you will be 
better qualified to judge. The instant recognition and memory that mother 
was dead, contrasted with the belief that she herself was not, has inclined me 
to the opinion that the words of communicator have some evidential value. 
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(I know; but you just talk to mother—she will explain it all 
to you so you will understand. ) 

‘“* Mother—wants—me—to—go—with—her.”” [Slowly in 
weaker voice and with pause after each word. | 

(Well, you just go with her and she will explain it all. ) 

“Well, [fainter and almost inaudibly] I—have—got—to— 
gO. 

After a momentary interval during which psychic leaned 
limply towards table, he straightened up and there was evidently 
a change of control. 

(This seemed to be a case of direct control on the part of this 
spirit. Is that true?) 

Yes. She has been in a comatose state ever since she passed 
over [about 1'% years ago*]| and you have unconsciously opened 
the door. Whenever opportunity offers this is one of the methods 
we take to try and arouse them. Her eyes are open now, never 
to close again. 

( Did you notice the spirit of mother particularly ? ) 

Should say she was about 65 when she passed over. (No. 
73.) The transition was very sudden at last after slowly going 
down. ‘That mother loved Tillie almost as she loved you. 

[Exactly true. She suffered from chronic Bright’s disease for 
several years finally going almost instantly at a time when she 
appeared about as well as usual. | 

(\Will it be possible, do you think, for me to get into com- 
munication with these spirits again?) 

Yes, you may be sure they will come whenever the door is 
opened. 

[Sitting closed and psychic regained normal consciousness in 
a minute or two. | 


III. Srrrinc at CassapAGA, FLoripa, Marcu 7, 1919. 

Present: Mrs. G. L. Traffarn, sitter; Mr. Wellman C. Whit- 
ney, psychic. 

Preliminary note by G. L. Traffarn. 

[At my suggestion Mrs. Traffarn took writing materials with 
which to make notes, but the novelty of the situation—this also 
being her first and only experience at a private sitting—prevented 
the taking of more than a few disconnected remarks of control 
and communicator. They have, however, the advantage of be- 


* About 1%4 years are explanatory words of my own.—G. L, T. 
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ing verbatim as far as they go. And as her notes were written 
up while their connection was fresh in her memory, they form the 
basis of a record in narrative form—and accurate as far as it 
goes—of what came through. Quotation marks indicate matter 
taken verbatim in notes. | 

First control was evidently an Indian, for while the accent 
did not so indicate, when the appearance of a spirit was an- 
nounced, control remarked: “ This spirit appeared to your brave 
yesterday.” 

Immediately there followed, though apparently in a much 
less pronounced manner than at my own sitting, another partial 
re-enactment of Tillie’s experience on the night of the attack. 
There was some moaning and incoherent muttering when sitter 
asked how she felt, to which communicator replied that ‘ the 
clouds are clearing and | begin to understand,” adding “ but I’m 
not dead.”” Asked if mother was still with her ip said: “ | saw 
her a few hours ago and she tried to explain. I do not see her 
now but hear her yet.” In response to some remark of sitter 
which latter did not note and does not now remember, ae. 
cator said: “I guess it’s all right, but I wish I could get out of 
this dream.”’ ‘I guess I must have passed through it” and “ but 
I’m Tillie just the same ’’ were also remarks of communicator, as 
shown by notes, but sitter was later unable to recall their con- 
nection. Several times during sitting communicator dreamily 
remarked: “ Isn’t it funny?”’’ Now these were the exact words 
she used to sitter during the few lucid intervals prior to her 
death. At that time she remarked several times: “ Isn't it funny 
that this thing should have come upon me?” The record is of 
course very incomplete, but sitter was impressed with the rather 

close resemblance between the dreamy state characterizing the 
few lucid intervals prior to death and that which marked the 
present sitting. ‘Towards the close sitter asked: ““ Have you seen 
my mother?” [Latter died in 1904.] “ Why no, your mother 
is dead.”’ 

Up to about this point everything had come through in the 
first person, possibly indicating another case of direct control, 
though there was apparently nothing approaching the highly 
emotional and dramatic which featured my own sitting. There 
Was now app rently a change of control, evidenced not ‘only by a 
chi inge of voice and manner, but immediate reference was made 
to “ the spirit who had just communicated.”” Control stated that 
“quite a group of her own people are with her and trying to 
help her.” [Her father, mother and three adult sisters are dead. | 
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Control, in rather a puzzled manner, remarked that there ap- 
peared to be two mothers present. One, the “ physical mother ’ 
(exact words of control) was standing in the background, while 
the other, the—the—“ Foster mother?” [Question by sitter. ] 
Yes, that’s it. She is in the foreground [ten words omitted for 
over-scrupulous family reasons.—Ed.] [Perfectly true.] Here 
control observed that “ you and your brave are both very psychic ”’ 
and we were advised to sit in our own home, adding, “ not your 
home down here, but your other home; the one with the two 
large rooms with a door between. Not a small door but a large 
opening. [Accurately descriptive of the two rather large parlors 
in our home here in - <b OB) 


Sitting closed. 








IV. FurrHer EXAMINATION INTO THE CONDITIONS OF THE 
First Two SItrincs. 

It should be carefully noted that neither Mr. Traffarn nor his 
wife was a Spiritualist or in the habit of attending Spiritualistic 
meetings, and particularly that these two sittings, one to each, 
were the only ones they had ever had with any medium, and also 
that they were then staying in a part of the country remote from 
the location of the events and persons seemingly described in the 
communications, and finally, that their temporary residence was 
in a place thirty miles from the medium’s office. 

Still more precisely to’ determine the conditions of the sit- 
tings, Dr. Hyslop addressed a series of questions to Mr. Traffarn 
and these were answered on June 26th, 1919. The questions and 


-answers follow. 


Your letter of the 21st received. I assume, of course, that you 


1. Note by G. L. T. on above sitting: Mrs Traffarn was also, of course, 
a complete stranger to psychic, having been merely introduced to him the 
same time that I was. It will be noted that at my sitting my mother was only 
referred to as “mother,” both by myself and the communicator, which, it 
would seem to me, would naturally convey to the control, or to the subliminal 
of the psychic, that the relationship between the two was that of mother and 
daughter. Yet in Mrs. Traffarn’s sitting the control, though definitely 
recognizing the communicator as being the same who “appeared to your 
brave yesterday,” showed by remarks about “two mothers” and the “group 
of her own people” that the true relationship had been discovered. 
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kept a carbon copy of your letter, but to facilitate comparison of 
questions and answers, I copy the former in my reply. 
1. What do you know of the psychic, Mr. Whitney ? 
A. Absolutely nothing. 
2. Could you give me any names of parties critically minded who 
might write to me about the man and his career? 
A. Not at present, but will see if I can do this later. His ad- 
dress, however, is Springfield, Mass. After the sittings of 
Mrs. Traffarn and myself, covered in my former report, we 
had several social chats with Mr. Whitney and his wife. 
[ Note that the chats were after the sittings.—Ed. ] 


Ww 


Did you have any impressions favorable to his honesty ? 

A. Very decided impressions. I have rarely met a man who to 
a greater extent seems to breathe the very spirit of honesty. 
This impression is fully shared by Mrs. Traffarn. I have. 
had about 30 years’ experience in the insurance business, 
meeting men of all types, and am willing to stake anything on 
this man’s absolute honesty. 

4. Have you the name and address of the man that tapped you on 
the shoulder in the car, on the train? 

A. The name is Frederick W. Mack. We have his card some- 
where but have so far been unable to find it. The address is 
somewhere in Massachusetts. However, just before leaving 
Florida we saw by a newspaper item that both Mr. Mack and 
his wife died within 12 days of each other late in April at 
their Cassadaga winter home. 


wn 


How much did you say to him in your conversation on the train? 

A. Very little, and absolutely nothing regarding our own per-" 
sonal affairs. He only knew my name and the fact that we 
were becoming interested in psychic phenomena. We visited 
practically all through the State of Georgia and until we 
parted in Jacksonville, but he did practically all the talking, 
giving the results of his investigation of Spiritualism, in 
which he was an ardent believer. His wish to help us in our 
own investigation was the basis of his suggestion that we 
come to Cassadaga. 


6. Did you mention the name of Tillie to that man, or anything 
whatsoever about the manner of her death? 














N 
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A. No. As already implied in my answer to Question 5, neither 
Tillie’s name nor that of any other person was even men- 
tioned by me. 

Is there every reason to trust the man as being disinterested in 
regard to the case? 

A. Yes. And in any event, unless he had extraordinary tele- 
pathic powers himself, extending to the ability to tap my sub- 
liminal at that, (the subject of Tillie being entirely outside 
the field of my normal consciousness at the time) he had no 
possible means of learning anything about the case. 

Who introduced you to Mr. Whitney? And where was it? At 
the meeting, or at his own place? 

A. Mrs. Mack introduced both Mrs. Traffarn and myself to Mr. 
Whitney. It was in the pavilion at Cassadaga where the 
public meetings are held, and at the close of one of the 
“ message-bearing ’’ meetings, so called. The introduction 
was at my own request, as the Macks had informed us that 
Mr. Whitney gave private sittings, for which Mrs. Traffarn 
and I desired to arrange. 

How long had you been in Cassadaga before you met Mr. Whit- 
ney? And was there a chance for any leakage of informa- 
tion before the introduction ? 

A. Am not just sure whether the introduction was in the after- 
noon of the day we reached Cassadaga in the morning, or the 
next afternoon. In either case there was no chance of any 
normal leakage of information, for a previous reading of Sir 
Oliver Lodge’s “ Raymond” had sufficiently impressed me 
with the necessity of preserving, as far as possible, absolute 
anonymity, and of withholding information of any and all 
kinds from the psychic. This precaution was also extended to 
include the Macks, to whom we merely expressed our wish for 
a sitting with Mr. Whitney. I had no reason to suppose that 
there was any collusion between the Macks and Mr. Whitney, 
or any basis for any opinion either way further than a dis- 
tinct impression of entire honesty on the part of all three. I 
simply kept still and said nothing whatever, the Macks only 
knowing our name and that we lived in central New York, 
while Mr. Whitney was merely given our name. 
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10. Had you intimated to the man on the train any person from 
whom you would like to hear? 


A. No. 


11. I understand from the record that your wife was with you at 
this first meeting, tho this is not made clear in the first part 
of the account, and I have to infer it from a statement made 
later.. Am I correct in my inference? 

A. She was with me at the first meeting with the Macks and 
with Mr. Whitney. 

12. Was your wife alone in the sitting with Mr. Whitney, or were 
you with her at the time? 

A. She was alone. Also, of course, I was alone at my own sit- 
ting the previous day. 

13. To what extent was the outline of your own life true? If not 
too personal I should be glad to have an outline of the facts, 
as they may help strengthen the probabilities of the super- 
normal in the Tillie incident. 

A. Unfortunately, I am unable to give you much information on 
this point. Not being especially interested in hearing re- 
counted facts already known to me, beyond a certain languid 
curiosity to follow in a general way the “ hits ” and “ misses,” 
I kept no notes whatever during this portion of the sitting. 
Naturally, had I known that the matter could have had any 
possible bearing on the question of the supernormality of 
what followed, my course would have been different. My 
general impression, however, was that the ratio of “hits” to 
“misses ” was decidedly out of proportion to any. hypothesis 
of mere guesswork on the part of the psychic. But about the 
only specific thing that sticks in my memory was this: Start- 
ing at birth, the life history was divided (presumably arbi- 
trarily) into seven year periods. Control stated that during 
the third period (which would, of course, be between ages 14 
and 21) a great change took place, and that during this period 
I took on greatly added responsibilities. Now father died 
when I was 16, leaving comparatively little property, so that 
thereafter the support of mother devolved largely upon me. 
I began my business career as a clerk in a dry goods store at 
age 18. 
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14. Did you hear from your mother on either occasion, and were the 
incidents good ones to prove personal identity? If not too 
private I should be glad to know what they were. 

I heard nothing at either sitting beyond what appears in the 
record already sent you. Although the spirit of mother was 
said to be present at both sittings, no direct message came 
from her at either. One statement made by the control in 
Mrs. Traffarn’s sitting, however, was very strikingly true, 
whether evidential or not, as anyone knowing in life the facts 
relating to the family would very readily recognize. It was 
the statement that .... [Mr. Traffarn later felt that the 
reference was too personal to print.—Ed.| Now I have cov- 
ered the ground as far as I am able at this time, and if there 
is anything further that I can give you I shall be very happy 


to do SO. 


V. CORRESPONDENCE INTRODUCTION TO REPORTS OF LAST 


Two SITrincs. 

In a letter to the present editor dated from Daytona, Florida, 
\pril 25, 1921, Mr. Traffarn refers to the sittings of 1919 with 
Mr. Whitney, and goes on to tell of two more sittings with 
another medium, Mrs. Abbott, also seen at Cassadaga. 


Now there has recently been what I regard as a rather interesting 
sequel to this sitting. Briefly, the facts are as follows: 

Some time in January last, my wife and I, in company with two 
friends, took a little motor trip over to Cassadaga, which is only 
about 30 miles from here, and is, as you are perhaps aware, a Spirit- 
ualist camp where annual meetings are held, lasting from January 
until March. On the occasion referred to our stay on the grounds 
was of perhaps an hour’s duration, during which no sittings were 
had or sought by any member of our party. But while sitting on the 
veranda of the hotel, my wife heard two ladies discussing what they 
alleged to be some remarkable evidence that had recently come 
through a psychic by the name of Mrs. Abbott, who was staying for 
a time at the camp. Following the talk of the ladies with some 
interest, and occasionally asking a question, my wife gathered that 


one Dean ————,, who was said to be a prominent Episcopal divine 
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late of the ———— Diocese, but more recently located in ———, had 
lost a son in the late war, and that later, in a series of some 12 or 
15 sittings with the psychic Abbott, he had secured what he re- 
garded as incontrovertible evidence that this son still existed, and 
that in the sittings the factor of telepathy from the sitter had, in his 
opinion, been absolutely eliminated. Later, these facts, in all their 
essential details, were verified through other parties. My wife asked 
the ladies where this Mrs. Abbott was staying, and her room, situ- 
ated off a hallway only a few feet from where the ladies were talk- 
ing, was indicated by one of them. All this, with other details not 
necessary to include here, I later learned from my wife on our way 
back to Daytona, and at once made up my mind that I would like to 
have a sitting with this psychic, seeing an exceptionally good oppor- 
tunity to appear as an absolute stranger. Without indicating my 
plans to anyone,—not even my wife, 





later, and on Feb. 10th, I sug- 
gested another run over to Cassadaga, and on arriving at the 
grounds, said I believed I would try and get a sitting with the 
psychic Mrs. Traffarn had been telling about. Leaving the party in 
the grove, I went alone to the room of the psychic, found her in, and 
was given an immediate sitting, not having exchanged a word with 
anyone on the grounds. I had, of course, provided myself with pad 
and pencil, and though not a stenographer, I secured rather full 
notes, absolutely verbatim as far as they go. Mrs. Abbott is a 
trance-speaking psychic; no automatic writing. The notes of the 
sitting | have, of course, carefully preserved and have since sub- 
mitted them to close analysis. And it is the material that came 
through at this and a subsequent sitting with the same psychic that 
I should greatly appreciate submitting for your consideration. Sev- 
eral spirits purported to communicate during the sitting, each of 
which lasted over an hour, and what I regard as rather strikingly 
evidential matter came through. Among the communicators was the 
Tillie P————, who figured so prominently in the sitting that Dr. 
Hyslop investigated. And while the name did not get through this 
time, a mass of identifying matter which to me appeared even more 
evidential did come. In fact, a fairly complete panoramic picture of 
communicator’s life, from 1870 to the time of her death in 1917, 
came through, together with incidents in connection with her last 
illness that dovetail in rather a striking manner with those obtained 


at the 1919 sitting. Most of the matter apparently came in the 
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shape of visual pictures, but these were usually in such detail as to 
be unmistakable, though several names, including my mother’s famil- 
iar first name, “ Addie,” were obtained, perhaps clairaudiently. 

Now I have been greatly interested for several years in the sub- 
ject of psychic phenomena, being fairly familiar with the literature 
of the subject, having, in addition to the matter published by the 
Society, read rather extensively the works of Hyslop, Lodge, Bar- 
rett, Myers, Crawford, Doyle, Hill, etc., and believe the circum- 
stances under which these two sittings were secured absolutely pre- 
clude the possibility of any normal acquisition of the facts on the 
part of the psychic. In other words, in my opinion, there is clearly 
no question of the supernormal, though to such as are inclined to 
stretch the telepathic hypothesis to cover anything and everything, a 
spiritistic origin of the data would probably not be admitted, as with 
one exception every fact that came through was—or had been— 
within my own knowledge, though several strikingly accurate “ hits ” 
concerned facts or incidents dating as far back as the ’7Os or ’80s, 
some of which had not risen to the level of my conscious mind in 
perhaps a quarter of a century or more. The one exception con- 
cerned a trivial incident, since verified, which was never within my 
own knowledge, and of a nature that seems to me to be especially 
ood evidence. 

In sum, I am inclined to think the matter might prove of consid- 
erable interest to you, as it certainly has to me, and if a meeting with 
you can conveniently be arranged when we return north, I shall be 
very glad to submit the matter for your consideration and analysis. 
And if the matter submitted to Dr. Hyslop still remains on file at the 
office of the Society, I believe you may find it of interest to compare 
the same with what came through at the recent sittings. * * * 
[ Irrelevant. | 

Yours very sincerely, 
Gro. L. TRAFFARN. 
418 S. Palmetto Ave., 
Daytona, Fla. 
Summer address: 





» me Es 


On May 16, 1921, Dr. Prince had an interview with Mr. 
Traffarn, inspected the original notes made at the later sittings 
(which are now in our files and testify to the accuracy of the 
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transcription farther on) and secured a promise to write out a 
full report based on the notes. Relevant to this promise is this 
from a letter dated May 19, 1921, and written in Mr. Traffarn’s 
New York State town. The writer seems fully alive to the pre- 
cautions which should surround such experiments and anxious 
to avoid every element of self-deception. 


—,N. Y., May 19, 1921. 
DeEaAR Doctor PRINCE :— 

Just a word more as to these original notes. I fully appreciate 
that they present anything but an attractive appearance, about their 
only merit being that, as far as they go, they are exactly the words 
of the psychic. Of this I am perfectly certain while also fully alive 
to the fact of the impossibility of conveying to others any measur- 
able degree of the certainty I myself feel as to this. In taking these 
notes the point of paramount importance as I viewed it, was to see 
that not a syllable got into the record except what came from the 
lips of the psychic, and precisely as it came. For whenever in the 
future I have occasion to refer to the notes, at a time when, neces- 
sarily, all specific recollection,—all visual and auditory impressions 
incident to their original taking have entirely faded from my mem- 
ory,—lI shall want to know beyond any possible doubt that the notes 
represent precisely what came through, without embellishment, am- 
plification or revision. And as this can obviously only be secured by 
inflexible adherence to the method indicated, I have for myself,—and 
for the reason stated,—adopted it. For in time I hope to secure a 
respectable mass of personal evidence and I don’t propose, if I can 
help it, to have any of it vitiated by careless note-taking, even though 
the method I have adopted has its obvious disadvantages, especially 
when the psychic speaks rather rapidly, as was the case in the two 
sittings under review. For in addition to having greatly abbreviated 
the total volume of the record by the omission of whole sentences 
recognized as containing data of interest or value, but even a skele- 
ton of which it was impossible to get down at the time, it has also in 
several instances rendered valueless short notations of two or three 
words whose meaning or connection I found it impossible to recall 
with any certainty while later writing up the notes. 

Now as to the matter of the possible publication of the matter if 
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after more critical analysis of the data you believe it worth while to 
do so. As far as I am personally concerned I can give my consent 
now as well as later, with the one reservation that I shall be given 
the privilege of making entirely clear that I am not a Spiritualist, 
never have been associated in any way with the cult beyond having 
two or three sittings at a Spiritualist camp, and that I have no ex- 
planation whatever to offer, no theories to air, concerning the subject 
matter published, beyond what appears in the original notes, the 
written up record and in the necessary explanatory foot notes. It is 
just possible, however,—though I think improbable,—that because 
of possible objection on the part of surviving relatives, the record 
would have to be abbreviated in one or two places. 





Yours very sincerely, 


G. L. TRAFFARN. 


Preliminary Explanation. 

Wherever the words “ communicator,” “ spirit,” ‘“* control” 
and the like are used in this report they are not to be construed 
as in any way reflecting my own views. They are used merely 
for convenience. For instance, when in footnote No. 1 of the 
Feb. 10 sitting, | say: “ Another point bearing on the identity of 
this spirit,” it is not to be understood as implying my own belief 
that any discarnate personality is actually communicating. This 
may or may not be the case, the question as yet being an entirely 
open one in my mind. 

The matter appearing below is a copy of the two written up 
records except as follows: (1) Some abridgment has been made 
of the material used in originally writing up the notes whenever 
this could be done and yet make the meaning of the original 
script clear. (2) I have here endeavored to insert all punctua- 
tion marks, erasures and all else appearing on the original notes. 
(3) Considerable explanatory matter in square brackets and 
which does not appear in the first written up record, has here 
been added. Unless otherwise noted, everything which appears 
in the original notes is here enclosed in quotation marks. Matter 
appearing in parentheses—except numerals, which refer to the 
footnotes—indicates words spoken or simply jotted down as a 
memorandum by sitter. Matter enclosed in both parentheses and 
quotation marks indicates that while this matter appears in the 
original notes, it is a notation whose meaning or connection I 
was unable to recall with any certainty when the notes were writ- 
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ten up. Numerals enclosed in parentheses refer to the explana- 
tory footnotes. Matter in square brackets is purely explanatory. 
All else is the matter used to make the meaning of the original 
notes clearer. This last was used with care, and never unless I 
felt entirely sure that it did not in any way alter the meaning of 
that which it is intended to explain. 

* Xx 2 x: X* 

VI. Srrrinc at CassapaGa, Florina, Fesruary 10, 1921. 
Approximate Time of Sitting 11:20 A. M. to 12:30 P. M. 
Present: G. L. Traffarn, sitter; Mrs. Abbott, psychic. 

On entering trance, the opening statement of control, who 
introduced herself as Wildflower, was: We “ Don’t know what 
we will get.” Then: There are “ Great forces back of me,” and 
that I “‘ Get strong impressions.” [While the words “ great forces 
back of me” appear in the original notes, they should undoubt- 
edly be “* great forces back of you”’ as every reference of control, 
up to the time of the appearance of first spirit, was to myself. 
Being unimportant or irrelevant, this matter is omitted. | 

The first spirit to be noted by control was an “ Ed or Edga in 
touch with material conditions” but was not recognized by 
sitter. 

Next, the “ Spirit’ of a “ woman” who “ passed out under 
darkened mental conditions,’ conditions which “ might be 
termed anzesthetic or opiate,” was noted by control. This spirit 
was “ Middle aged’ and brought a “ tender pleasant influence.” 
‘““(Mother?)” and the “ Finest atmosphere.” Spirit is of the 
“old school,” and “ has tried to get in home conditions.” This 
spirit, which seems to be a “ Mother or mother-in-law,” has been 
trying to get into “ conditions favorable to development,” a de- 
velopment which would be under “ influence of ”’ this “ spirit and 
through instrumentality of daughter.” (1) 

‘“*EKd’ appeared “ again,” but with nothing to identify him. 
“(Control Wildflower)” ‘(Intermediate place?)” ‘ ‘Ed’ 


1. My mother-in-law died in 1904 at age 65, after an illness of about a year 
from a combination of nervous and other disorders. She “passed out under 
darkened mental conditions.” For several weeks before the end she would 
get up at all hours of the day and night and walk the floor, wringing her 
hands in apparently intense mental anguish. Her particular obsession was 
the idea that she was unpardonably sinful, when in point of fact it would 
have been hard to find a more beautiful Christian character. She died 
when in a semi-comatose condition, though we were not aware that any 
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again.’’ Control then remarked: You “ Have a boy in spirit,” 
and that the “ Condition ” was “ dark in his passing.” (2) Then 
abruptly and with apparent irrelevance: I ‘ ‘Want to speak of 
George ’”’ but the George referred to was not indicated. [George 
is the name of sitter.] Then: back again with equal abrupt- 
ness to the last spirit who it was said is “‘ in a sense but a child ”’ 
and that he “ comes in conjunction with the lady’ “to give us 
demonstrations in our own home.” 

Then a “ Sweet elderly lady comes as a mother to me.” 
[Here again the pronoun should unquestionably be “ you.” |] 
was taking great pains to get the words of psychic (so far as 
| could reduce them to writing at all) absolutely verbatim. And 
| can account for this error only on the ground that, being as- 
sured that the reference was to myself, I inadvertently—though 
perhaps naturally under the circumstances—wrote “ me” when 
it should have been “ you.” | The last spirit was said to have 
‘ Philosophy in brain and mind.” 

Then a “ Martin or Marsden” was reported but was not 
recognized. 

Next: “ Who is Frank?” (3) ‘Who is Addie?” (4) 
“(First?)” “ Who is Elizabeth?’ It was said that this Eliza- 
beth ‘‘ Passed out hastily,” and that she was a “ younger 
woman,” that she passed out in a “tubercular condition,” and 
that she “‘ Passed out rapidly.” (5) “‘ Was that mother’s name 
\ddie? Because I hear her say ‘ my son.’ ”’ 





anesthetic or opiate had been administered. This may have been the case, 
however, as she had for some time been under constant attendance at a hos- 
pital. Another point bearing on the identity of this spirit, which control said 
seemed to be a “mother or mother-in-law,” is the further statement that she 
is trying to get into home conditions, etc. “through instrumentality of 
daughter.” Now my own mother had no daughter, except the one mentioned 
in footnote No. 9. So if this communicator was either my “mother or 
mother-in-law,” it is rather obvious that it must have been the latter. Inci- 
dentally, whatever value the circumstance may have, if any, my wife was told 
by another psychic that she herself was “psychic” and was advised to sit in 
her own home. (See notes of her own sitting of March 7, 1919, in the report 
submitted to Dr. Hyslop.) 

2. We had a son born Oct. 20, 1897, who died at birth. 

3. I had a brother Frank who was born in 1866, and who died in infancy. 

4. My mother’s name was Adelaide, but she was familiarly called “ Addie ” 
by nearly all of her old friends. She died Sept. 29, 1910. 

5. My wife and I had an especially close friend named Elizabeth, although 
she was almost universally called “ Libbie.” She died of tuberculosis in 1906. 


She was younger than my mother, by approximately 35 years. 
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“(I hear faintly?) “(1 am trying so hard)”. “ Did that 
mother live alone so far as you are concerned?” (6) 

‘“ Aimless marking of pencil during a lot of valueless sub- 
liminal chaff.” [This notation appears on the original notes and 
is‘used to explain a meaningless figure I drew while this irrelevant 
matter was coming through. | 

Then the spirit of my father was announced as present and 
control stated that “ Father must have been out of body long 
time.” (7) He wasa“ Still sort of man.” 

“Her mother [‘ Mother’ added after the sitting] idea was 
to come back.” “ He has gone on irrespective of earth ties.” 
And “ Has taken up the things that have a bearing on the 
universe.” He is investigating along ‘‘ Deep, philosophical lines.” 
(8) “ Believe he has gone on farther than mother.” [By ex- 
punging the explanatory words “ mother (* mother’ added after 
the sitting,’ ) we have the words that came through, namely, 
“her idea was to come back.” ‘They were used by control to ex- 
plain the distinction between the courses said to have been pur- 
sued by father and mother “on the other side.’ While father 
had ** gone on irrespective of earth ties,” it was said that mother, 
because of a desire to come back to earth friends, had remained 
nearer the earth-plane, although not an earth-bound spirit. And 
while of course unverifiable, the activities ascribed to father are 
characteristic, as explained in footnote No. 8.] 

Then control “‘ Saw sister in spirit that had absolutely little 
if any earth life wholly grown up in spirit life. (9)  [Under- 


6. From the time of my marriage in 1895 to the time of mother’s death in 
1910, she “lived alone as far as I was concerned.” We lived two blocks 
apart. 

7. Father died Nov. 13, 1878. 

8. As I remember him, father was a quiet, undemonstrative man. And 
while statement as to what he has been doing “on the other side” is of course 
unverifiable, yet, given the fact of a future life, the subjects said to have en- 
gaged his interest and activities are precisely such as I should have expected. 
He was a fine mathematician, and if the universe stops anywhere short of in- 
finity, he could be trusted to at once try to compute its dimensions. He was 
inclined to speculate on things, especially as to the destiny of mankind in a 
future life. 


9. To me this was one of the most striking things that came through. I 
had such a sister, who lived but a few hours, and who was born a short time 
before we moved, in 1873, from the place where I was born. But I never 
heard of this sister until 1885 when I took out my first life insurance policy. 
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scoring done at the sitting, and is indicative of impression made 
on sitter, as the words underscored were not emphasized by 
control. | 

“(*1’ £2’ *1’*2’)” “(* Henry’ and ‘ Minnesota ’)”’. 

“* One,’ ‘two,’ ‘three,’ ‘ four.’’’ “ How many have you in 
Florida family?’’ (How many do you say?) ‘There seems to 
be four. (10) [Question by sitter and reply by control do not 
appear in original notes but the colloquy occurred as stated. | 
Control then saw a ‘‘ House with veranda,” and said she was 
“Going up steps to get in.” She also saw an “ Elderly man.” 
“( Be change before April?) ‘ Who is there that has a slight 
throat trouble?”’ ‘“‘ Continuous inclination to hack and cough.” 
“Two or three years ago had infection.” ‘“* Combination of 
nerve conditions.”” ‘“‘ Pine and honey syrup until relieve the 
tenderness.” (11) 


As I was making up the family record with mother’s assistance, I had in- 
formed the agent that I had had two brothers, and was about to pass on to 
the next item in the medical report, when mother quietly added: “And a 
little sister.’ Those words were spoken 36 years ago last January, but I 
can hear them yet, as the astonishment they produced was so great at the 
time. 

10. During the present winter we have lived in Daytona, Florida, with an 
uncle of my wife, the household consisting of the uncle, his sister, my wife 
and myself, 

11. The house has a veranda in front, but it does not extend around the 
side. Nine steps lead up to the level of this veranda floor. The uncle 
mentioned in Note 10 has been troubled practically all winter with a per- 
sistent, annoying cough. And while apparently not serious, as he is now nearly 
free from it, it has been especially annoying at night both to himself and to 
everyone else in the house. Prior to the death of his wife, which occurred 
on Easter Monday a year ago after a lingering illness of several years’ dura- 
tion, he had naturally been under a severe nervous strain which, if he is the 
party referred to by control, may possibly explain the reference to the “ com- 
bination of nerve conditions.” 

(Yesterday my secretary, who was assisting me to compare this copy with 
the typewritten copy you sent, discovered that if the notation “ (Be change 
before April?” was expunged, we would read “ Elderly man who is there that 
has a slight throat trouble.” I feel entirely confident that this is the correct 
interpretation, for I have all the time had a very distinct impression that it was 
a man who had this cough. And yet there was this apparently interrogatory 
sentence “who is there that has a slight throat trouble.’’) 

Now that the matter is cleared up, at least to my own satisfaction, I feel 
impelled to observe that it would save the mundane scribe a whole lot of 
trouble if the communicator—or some butting-in bystander “in the room” 
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VII. Srrrimc at CAssapAGA, FLortpaA, Marcu 2, 1921. 


Approximate time of Sitting 2:00 to 3:30 P. M. Place, Apart- 
ment of the Psychic in her Hotel. 

Present: G. L. Traffarn, Sitter; Mrs. Abbott, Psychic. 

(The sitting of Feb. 10 was also held in the apartment of the 
psychic, but this fact was inadverdently omitted in the report. ) 

Shortly after entering trance, a “ Horace” was noted by the 
control, but no further evidence of identity came through. (1) 

Then an “ Elderly lady—quiet—darkish hair placid way,” one 
who brings “ home conditions,’ appeared, control stating that it 
must be ‘ mother or some one close to you.” “‘( Weary or nerve 
strain?)’’* In connection with this spirit control got the “ name 
“* George,” but did not indicate who George was. [George is 
the name of sitter. | 


—could be taught to control his mental imagery a little better, and thus pre- 
vent such apparently marginal matter as “ Be changed before April” from 
coming through to muss up the record. 

On second thought, I am not so sure that the matter has been cleared up, 
even to my own satisfaction, for I am rather puzzled about these veridical 
references to the Daytona home and property. They are impressive, no 
doubt, from the mere standpoint of veridicity, yet I could have wished that 
friend Psychic had been a little more sparing in the demonstration of her 
powers. For if in this instance supernormal, it would seem that it is more 
logical to choose the telepathic rather than the spiritistic in the interpretation. 
Not merely, if at all, because I knew all the facts concerning the Daytona 
matters—as this was true of all the rest that came through with one exception 
—but because I find it hard to account for such a sudden, and apparently 
irrelevant rushing off onto a side track to impart information which, if the 
communicator is correctly identified, must be of the post-terrene type. All 
this adds yet another item to a situation which in all reason is incredible 
enough to a man “from Missouri.” I am aware, of course, that in admitting 
the intrusion of these speculations as to the why and wherefore, I at once 
show myself as lacking a fundamental attribute of the scientific inquirer, who 
first ascertains his facts and leaves the explanation of them to be later con- 
sidered as a separate question. 

1. The only Horace whose appearance would be relevant [to sitter] is the 
husband of my secretary, who died in May, 1917. At about the hour of this 
sitting, another member of our Cassadaga party, and an intimate friend of 
this Horace, was having a sitting with another psychic, in which a man whose 
initial was “H” persistently appeared at different times during the sitting, 
but control found it impossible to get the [full] name. I mention this inci- 
dent for whatever it is worth. 


* Mr. Traffarn does not remember the meaning of this unspoken notation. 
The same is true of “ House have,” later on —Ed. 
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Next, the spirit of a “ Man, slender, elderly, must have had 
whiskers,” and who was “ not strong”’ “or gone so long,” was 
noted by control, who remarked that he must have been gone a 
long “‘ ways or” a long “ time” [word “ time” added after sit- 
ting.] [This last explanatory note appears in the original notes 
in parentheses.| Spirit “ Said ‘ father’ long time ago.” (2) 

A “ Charles”? and an “ Eastman” appeared momentarily, as 
noted by control, but were not recognized, unless possibly the 
Charles is an uncle, a deceased brother of my father. “(or?)”’ 
“(Want to go home (earth) where {1 am much of time?)” 
‘*( House have? )”’ 

Here control abruptly and with apparent irrelevance referred 
to my home here in the south. She mentioned “ Two” places 
and asked if I did not “‘own’” or have an interest in one of 
these, “‘ and ” if I did not “* stay in’ ” the other. She also asked: 
\ren’t you “ Talking of buying or adding to house where you 
don’t sleep?” (3) “(Will see next winter?)” “Got lady with 
me in house’ where I am “ living.”’ [Here is still another case 
where the pronoun undoubtedly should be “ you” instead of 
“me,” as the words quoted formed part of an interrogatory 
sentence, in itself, I think, presumptive evidence, apart from my 
own very clear recollection.] * Got four people.” (4) 

‘Do you go back where it is hilly?” [In the light of what 
almost immediately follows, this would rather seem to be a refer- 
ence to my return to the north, which is in a decidedly hilly 
region. | 

At this point the spirit of ““ Mother comes again,” and control 
said that she ‘ gives me earth memories or pictures,” which ] 
‘am trying to interpret.” (5) She is taking me to a place that 





2. The description fits my father with entire accuracy as far as it goes. 
He was rather slender normally, and especially so during the last few years 
of his life when he was in poor health. He wore a full beard. He died Nov. 
13, 1878. 

3. During the present winter my wife and I have lived in the home of her 
uncle, as stated in Note 10 of the Feb. 10th sitting. This is the house we 
“stay in.’ We also own a bungalow and double cottage four doors down the 
street from this uncle’s, and have been trying to negotiate for the purchase 
of 25 feet of land west of the cottage in order to enlarge the north portion 
[of the same.] We have thus been considering “buying” also “adding on” 
don’t sleep.” 


it 


to the house where we 
4. The uncle, his sister, my wife and I would comprise “ four people” in 
the house where we have been “ living.” 
5. At this point in the sitting control stated that the spirit of “ Mother 
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‘Can't be far from mother’s home in north.”’ I ‘ Want to go to 
New York—near central or northern part.’ (6) Control here 
stated that there is an “ intermediate point where ”’ you “ can get 
more information on way home.” I “ Get off—railroad near 
junction.” “ Place not thickly settled—village or street.’ (7) 
I come to a “ house light colored or in light.” (8) ‘ Nobody 
there that belongs to her now.” ‘ Nothing to take me in.” (9) 
The ‘“ Husband gone first.” (10) After which there was a 
“ Struggle to maintain conditions.” (11) Having in mind the 
—— home where communicator was born, lived to maturity 
and until after her marriage, I asked for a further description of 
the house, control replying that the ‘‘ House’ was “ near water.”’ 
(12) Then added: * Father was ill or passed out there or near 
comes again” and that she “gives me earth memories or pictures” which I 
“am trying to interpret.’ Control gave quite a little explanatory talk as to 
the process which 1 did not try to take down, but which seemed to coincide 
to a considerable degree with the so-called “ pictographic” process mentioned 
so often in Dr. Hyslop’s works. Having attemped no written record of this 
explanatory talk 1 am of course unable to repeat, even approximately, the 
words of control. But the central fact was that she (the control) received 
the matter from the communicator in the form of pictures which she was to 
try and interpret for the benefit of sitter to the best of her ability. 

6. My mother was born in ——, N. Y., and spent her entire life within 
a radius of 40 miles from , Which is located a little north of the 
central portion of the State. 





7. As the matter covered by this note came through, I had in mind the 
— home of mother, as the description is entirely accurate up to this 
point, including the reference to the “railroad near junction,” 





being 
the northern terminus of a branch of the Lehigh Valley railroad, and is also 
a station on the New York Central. Later, however, as stated in footnote 
No. 12, it seemed probable that another place was referred to. 

8. As this description would fit at least two of our former homes, the 
identity of the place was still uncertain. 

9. True of all three of mother’s homes, so statement that there was “ No- 
body there that belonged to her now” was not sufficient to identify the 
house. 

10. Father died in 1878, mother in 1910. 

11. At the time of father’s death I was 16 years old, the only living child, 


and as father left comparatively little property, there followed a period of 
several years during which there was, in a sense, a “struggle to maintain 
conditions.” 

12. Being uncertain as to which home was referred to by control, I asked 
for a further description of the house, and control replied that it was “near 


water.” Now from shortly after the time of my parents’ marriage in 1859 
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there.’ Continuing after a momentary hesitation, ‘“ Didn't go 
out in that house.” “* Only little while out of that house when 
he went.” (13) 

“Must have been warning about going out.” “ Went sud- 
denly at last.” (14) We are now “ Going into a busier place 








until the fall of 1873, the family lived about a mile from Forestport, Oneida 
Co., N. Y. It was on a country road, and while not, strictly speaking, 
“thickly settled,” yet for a half mile or so the houses were (and are) so 
close together as to present very much the appearance of a village street 
rather sparsely settled. And it is to be noted that control said that the 
house was in a “ village or street,” the conjunction, as it seemed to me, render- 
ing the expression a rather unusual one, the phraseology here employed seem- 
ing to imply that the control, in the effort to render the “ picture” intelligible 
to sitter, sought to differentiate between a “village” and a “street.” Now 
this Forestport place occupies a position about midway between—and at a 
distance of perhaps 20 or 30 rods in either direction from—two fairly good 
sized bodies of water. One of these, on the south, serves as a feeder to the 
Black River Canal, while the other, on the north, is a pond an eighth of a mile 
or more in diameter. And the Forestport place is the only one of mother’s 
three homes to which the description properly applies, the other two being 
quite a distance from water of any kind,.and that only small running streams, 
unless this same Black River Canal, as it passes through Boonville, is the 
“water” referred to. 

13. Statement of control that “ father was ill or passed out either there or 
near there,” followed quickly by the partial correction “ Didn’t go out in that 
house—only a little while out of that house when he went,” serves to still 
further identify the Forestport home as being the place referred to. For 
father’s health began to fail in 1869, and he was in progressively feebler 
health until his death in 1878. And during the first four years of this period 
(1869 - 1873) we lived in the Forestport home. In 1873 we moved to the 
village of Boonville—8 miles from the Forestport place—where father died, 
as already said, in 1878. There was thus a distance of 8 miles between the 
place where he was taken ill and the place where he died, and an interval of 
5 years between the time of our moving from the Forestport place in 1873 
until the time of his death in 1878. All the above facts correspond with the 
statement of control “ Father was ill or passed out there or near there” and 
the quickly added correction “ Didn’t go out in that house—only a little while 
out of that house when he went.” And as father never lived in , that 
fact serves +o eliminate the home. 

14. For two or three weeks prior to his death, father had been in an ex- 
tremely weak condition and confined to his bed much of the time. He was 
apparently no worse, however, up to within a half hour or so of his death. 
He therefore “went suddenly at last.’ And a few minutes before he died 
he said to mother “Now comes the greatest trial of my earthly existence,” 
which were his last words. And in the light of the event, they were always 
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into a town or city—village, town or city street.” (15) She is 
‘* Leaning on gate or fence trying to lead me.” (16) Then came 
the irrelevant question, ‘“‘ Were you the oldest’ [Child?] (17) 
‘* House not in busiest part of place. Have to go little ways off 
street, to get into house.”’ (18) ‘“‘ Has been a man in house 
connected with war of 1861.’”’ Control said she saw the American 
flag but did not indicate how the symbol enabled her to connect 
the house with a soldier of the Civil War. (19) Describing the 
house further, control said it was “ Similar in construction and 
appearance to other house.” (20) I am “ Trying to poke in.” 


interpreted by mother as having referred to his impending death. Being so 
interpreted by her, here the supporting communicator, the words may possibly 
be construed as the “ warning about going out.” 

15. As the events seemed to be coming in the chronological order of their 
occurrence, I naturally interpreted this description as referring to the Boon- 
ville home, where we next lived. And as it is a village of a little less than 
2000 population, the description is accurate. And cumulative evldence that 
the Boonville home is the one described is found in what came later. (See 
notes Nos. 16, 18, 20 and 21.) 

16. There was a picket fence in front of the Boonville house, in which 
there was a gate at the end of the walk leading up to the house. 

17. I am the only living child, but had a brother two years older and 
another four years younger, both of whom died in infancy. Also a sister who 
lived only a few hours. (See Note 9 of Feb. 10 sitting.) 

18. House is in the residential portion of the village, hence “not in the 
busiest part of the place.” And it stands about two rods from the street. 

19. Since returning home from the south, I have found by inquiry that the 
family of the soldier after whom the Boonville G. A. R. Post is named lived 
in the house next to our Boonville home from sometime after the close of the 
Civil War until the early ’70s. A driveway separates the two houses. I have 
thus far been unable to directly connect any soldier with our old home. 

20. Assuming that the house here described is the Boonville home, and that 
the “other house” refers to the Forestport home, control’s comparison of the 
two is entirely justified. For between the two, as viewed from the front, there 
is quite a striking resemblance. In fact, as I remember them, they would ap- 
pear almost identical. Both are—or were at the time we lived in them— 
painted white with green blinds, both practically of the same size, each, I 
think, having a quarter pitch roof, with door and windows on the front side 
situated, to the best of my recollection, in relatively the same positions. A 
minor difference—and I think about the only one 





being that, facing from the 
house, the front door of the Forestport house was on the right, and of the 
Boonville house on the left. 


My secretary, Mrs. Rush, has an uncle now living in ———, but formerly 
of Boonville, who was a member of the 146th Regiment, New York Volun- 
teers, in the Civil War. This regiment was also known as the Fifth Oneida, 
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But they “ Don’t invite me in.” ‘“ Capt. Armstrong just blew 
in here.”” [Unknown to sitter.] In still further description of 
the house control said she saw a “ Door facing street on side of 
front.” Being asked by sitter on which side, as seen from 
(“‘ from ”’ emphasized by sitter) the house, control said it was on 
“left side of front of house.” [Correct. See note 20.] Con- 
tinuing, control said that there were “ None of my folks in that 


having been recruited exclusively in this County. Saturday this uncle called at 
my office for a social chat with his niece, who suggested that as the uncle was 
acquainted in Boonville, he might be able to tell me something about our old 
home there. He was, however, unable to furnish any information as to the 
occupancy of the house prior to our moving to Boonville in 1873. But it oc- 
curred to me to inquire about the officers of the 146th, and I learned that 
there was a Captain Armstrong in the regiment, but my informer was un- 
able to say where this Capt. Armstrong enlisted from or where he lived at 
the time. He offered to loan me a history of the regiment, which I accord- 
ingly borrowed. It is a volume of 541 pages and on page 312 I found the 
following paragraph: 

“ Armstrong, Jesse J—Age, 32 years. Enrolled, September 3, 1862, at 
Rome, to serve three years; mustered in as captain, Co. B, October 10, 1862; 
discharged, April 1, 1864; commissioned captain, November 3, 1862, with rank 
from September 3, 1862, original; lieutenant-colonel, October 6, 1863, with 
rank from September 23, 1863, vice W. L. Corning, discharged.” 

As Capt. Armstrong was enrolled from Rome, which is 24 miles from 
Boonville, it will now probably be difficult or impossible to connect him, di- 
rectly or indirectly, with our old home unless it should happen that he at one 
time lived there. Any casual connection with the place would probably be 
hard to establish approximately a half century after the event. But even so, 
I have not as yet succeeded in convincing myself that the brief, disconnected, 
apparently irrelevant, and to me absolutely meaningless reference to Capt. 
Armstrong in the notes of the March 2 sitting should arbitrarily be dismissed 
as of no possible significance, even if we regard the reference as involving 
merely the interesting question of mathematical chance. With this idea in 
mind, I counted the names in the history of the 146th, and found that there 
were 1628 men of all ranks in the regiment. And among these names there 
was but one Armstrong, and that happened to be captain.. Now these figures 
naturally suggest the question as to how a psychic, 1500 miles away in Florida, 
and with the mathematical chances precisely 1627 to 1 against her, managed 
to get not merely the name, but also the exact rank of an Oneida County 
soldier at the first shot. For myself, I do not find the hypothesis of pure 
chance at all convincing. 

[Subsequent inquiry was not successful in determining whether or not 
Armstrong ever had any connection with the Boonville house. Neither did 
the communicator directly assert that Capt. Armstrong was the same as the 
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house either now.” (21) [Still another of those pronominal 
errors that appear to have become chronic. The word should of 
course be “ your ’’ instead of “ my.’’] 

“ After [word erased in original notes.] ‘“‘ Time father 
passed out [Looks like “ did” in script. Quite probably “ died,” 
as it would represent the fact.] Thinking of quite a dependence 
put upon you.” (22) 

“(From that place? She could not have stayed.)” ‘ How 
many houses have I got to chase?” (23) “ * Sarah or ‘ Sally ’?” 
(24) I am “ Going to pick up my things and go again. This is 





soldier previously referred to. The language is “Captain Armstrong just 
blew in here.” This might imply that he was not the same. 

While we cannot urge that there is any evidence that mention of a soldier 
attracted the attention of his officer so that he briefly “blew in” yet that 
supposition is consistent with what the spiritistic mechanism is supposed to be, 
and would be explanatory. Further, if everything in a communication were 
true, we could hardly expect to verify every detail after the lapse of many 
years. The facts brought out by Mr. Traffarn about Capt. Armstrong are 
surely impressive.—Ed. ] 

21. No member of our family lived in this Boonville house since we 
moved from there in 1879. Now the word “either,” used by control in the 
description, clearly implies a comparison, as regards present occupancy, be- 
tween this house and another previously described. The only one so described 
is the one I have interpreted as being the Forestport house. And as both 
statements of control are accurate, the word “ either’ would seem to be of 
some value in further identifying both houses. 

22. While the uncertainty as to the word “died” perhaps slightly lessens 
the evidential value of the words “ Time father passed out” (died?) “ think- 
ing of quite a dependence put upon you,” it is a fact—as stated by mother— 
that father was greatly disturbed in mind at the thought of leaving her with 
only a 16 year old boy. And while I don’t remember that she ever said that 
the matter of any “dependence” put upon me was ever specifically discussed, 
yet it well may have been. (See Note 11.) 

23. The entirely vague notation covered by this footnote requires consider- 
able explanation te make it even hypothetically intelligible. Briefly, the facts 
covering our movements immediately after father’s death are these: we lived 
in the house where father died until June, 1879, and then moved into a house 
diagonally across the street known as the “Snyder house.” As the control 
was here obviously floundering around after data concerning our next move- 
ments, as evidenced by the abbreviated reference “From that place” etc., I 
asked her to stick to it and to tell me what she could about the next house, 
whereupon the question “How many houses have I got to chase?” was in- 
stantly shot back at me. 

24. Father had a sister-in-law familiarly called “Aunt Sally,” by which 
name she was always called by all our family. For many years she lived near 
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a funny thing. When I leave that.” ‘“ Left this house (Snyder?) 
hurriedly by quick decision or movement. I don’t seem to take 
much more than a satchel.”” (25) It “‘ was in next house she 
must have passed out of the body.” (26) ‘ That must have hap- 
pened at what was your house.” (27) This house “ Brings lot 
of sadness and also pleasant memories.” (28) “ Ellen.” (29) 
“(Out of that house).’’ Control stated that there were “ Five 
people in family at time.” (30) ‘‘ One went out from that house 
during her stay there.’ Not into the spirit; it was “ Marriage of 
one that went out of house”’ and it was a “ male.” (31)  Stat- 
us and was a frequent visitor in our home, so her appearance would be en- 
tirely relevant, although nothing but the name came through. 

25. This is entirely relevant to the sitter but not to the communicator. 
In June, 1880, I was offered a position in 





accepted the offer, and 
left Boonville two days later, taking with me only the usual traveling baggage. 
It was certainly “leaving by quick decision and movement” so far as I was 
concerned. But the statement “ When I leave that—” “‘ Left this house,” etc. 
is incorrect if the house in which father died is the one referred to, for we 
were living in the Snyder house at the time I left Boonville. As the matter 
was coming through I felt uncertain as to which house was meant, and so 
hurriedly jotted down “ Snyder,” which refers, of course, to the house men- 
tioned in Note 23. 

26. Precisely the same uncertainty obtains here as in the case discussed in 
Note 25. In each case there is either a break in the continuity of events or an 
error. Assuming the former, control’s statement that it “was in next house 
she must have passed out of the body” is correct; for after moving from 
the house where father died to the one across the street (the Snyder house) 
mother lived in the latter until the fall of 1883, when she joined me in — 
—, and thereafter, and up to the time of her death in 1910, always lived in 
the same house. (This is the house referred to in the next 5 notes.) 

27. I lived in this house continuously from the time of going to —— in 
1880 until my marriage in 1895. 

28. This house was the old homestead of mother’s parents. Both of these 
parents died there, which naturally brought “lots of sadness.” And as the 
house was also mother’s home during her early girlhood, and again from 1883 
until her death in 1910, statement of control as to the “ pleasant memories ” 
is obviously true, whether evidential or not. 

29. Mother’s older sister’s name was Ellen who also passed a portion of 
her girlhood in this house. She also visited there frequently thereafter, so her 
appearance would be relevant, though nothing but the name came through. 

30. True between 1883 and 1895. During this period the family consisted 
of my grandmother, mother, an Aunt Harriet, Miss Tillie P—, (who figures 
prominently later in this sitting) and myself. 

31. Statement covered by this note is entirely accurate as to myself, as I 
was married in 1895, thereafter living in a house two blocks from mother’s. 
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ing that it was in this house that communicator passed out, con- 
trol said that there were ‘“ Three or four around her at time of 
passing.”’ (32) “(Trying to touch a woman in flesh?)”’ “ Ring.”’ 
(33) On receiving the article, control remarked: Now I am “ In 
touch with a younger person,’ immediately adding: It is 
“* Clara’ or ‘Clarence’ I hear.” (34) After a momentary in- 
terval control said she was in touch “ with”? my “ brother and ”’ 
a‘ woman.” (35) “(Woman Ring belongs)” | word “ belongs ” 
erased in script.] The ‘ Passing out” of this woman was 
“tragic.” I don’t mean by that that she was murdered. [\Vords 
“| don’t mean by that that she was murdered,” were exact words 
of control, though there was not time to get them down. | 
“Last one don’t belong to you close.” “ Must have had a hus- 
band or man interested in. (Last two words added after sit- 
ting). [The preceding words in parenthesis so appear in orig- 
inal script, but do not represent words spoken by sitter. They of 
course refer to the words “ interested in,” which last were in- 
serted immediately after the sitting, together with parenthetical 
explanation. | 

Leaving last spirit abruptly, control asked: “ Have you a 
little child in spirit?’ (36) (What do you say?) ‘ Seems like 
a girl.” (37) ‘* My head is confused.” ‘‘ Not manifested many 


The words “not into the spirit” I did not get down in the original notes. 
But they were used by control, and are of course true as to myself. But they 
imply a partial error—or at least the omission of an important fact—as 
grandmother died in this house in 1897, which was of course “ during her 
(mother’s) stay there.” 

32. There were two, although a neighbor arrived immediately afterwards. 

33. During a short talk with the psychic before she went into the trance, 
I asked her if she ever practised psychometry, and she said she had occasion- 
ally, but that she did not consider herself especially proficient. I here handed 
her a ring, wrapped in a handkerchief, the latter being wound round and 
round into a good sized ball. (I had previously warned psychic that I was 
about to hand her an article. ) 

34. I can think of no “Clara” whose appearance would be relevant. 
“Clarence,” however, is a son-in-law of mother’s sister Ellen, but he is still 
living. The ring used was a gift to mother from her sister Ellen in 1869. 
This Clarence, however, never had any connection with the ring, whose only 
apparent effect was to call up “Clarence,” whose identity is debatable, and 
a “younger person,” concerning whose identity I have not the least idea. 

35. True as to the fact that I have a brother in the spirit. I have two, 
as stated in Note 17. 

36. We had a son born Oct. 20, 1897, who died at birth. 

37. The question “ What do you say?” asked by me, does not appear in the 
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times.” (38) “ Terrible (sensation?) of going out comes back 
when she tries to make herself known.”’ [The word “ sensation ” 
appears in parenthesis in original script. That is, it is a word 
interpreted to be “ sensation,” the parenthesis and question mark 
indicating the doubt.] ‘‘ She is all ina mist.” ‘“ Terrible thought 
of having to leave the body—or thought of being forced out 
against will.” (39) ‘ Lot of names coming as I try to hold on 
to her.” ‘“ Was (came so—added after sitting) you brother to 
that woman?” (40) [The words ‘came so—added after sit- 
ting "’ appear in original script and were inserted after sitting to 
note fact that the grammatical error was made as the matter 
came through.]| There was a “ Hemorrhage of this woman 
cerebral of brain.” (41) ‘“‘ Also an internal hemorrhage that 
original notes. The answer “Seems like a girl,” is incorrect, as stated in 
Note 36. 

38. If the spirit here referred to by the control is Tillie, (of which there 
seems to be strong evidence in what follows) I can say that she has pur- 
ported to communicate on two former occasions, and will refer you to the 
two sittings of March 6 and March 7, 1919, the report of both of which are on 
file at the office of the Society. 

39. Matter covered by this note and the ones following, appears to me as 
perhaps the most evidential of anything that came through, although I ap- 
preciate the impossibility of making others see the force of it as I see it my- 
self. And I assume, of course, that careful comparison will be made be- 
tween what follows with the record of the two sittings of 1919. First, let me 
consider the words of control that a “terrible sensation (?) of going out 
back when she tries to make herself known.” (“She is all in a mist” 
will be considered later.) ‘“ Terrible thought of having to leave the body— 
or thought of being forced out against will.’ Now the thought of death 
always awakened in her a feeling something akin to horror. Not particularly 
of the act of dying, so far as I know, but the thought of leaving forever the 
friends and associations of earth. She often remarked that if one might die 
for a time and then come back, the thought of death would not be quite so 
appalling. 


comes 


40. As communicator had been a member of our family for nearly 47 
years, the relevance of control’s question is apparent. 

41. As to the cause of her death, let me quote from the Register of Deaths 
in the village of In the Medical Certificate of Death bearing date 
Sept. 15, 1917, (in which there are several items as to attendance, etc. prior 
to death) are the words: “I hereby certify that I attended deceased from Aug. 
26, 1917, to Sept. 14, 1917. The cause of death was as follows: Cerebral 
hemorrhage. (Signed) A. H. Smith, M.D. The words “cerebral or brain” 
are found in parenthesis in the original notes, but should not have been so, 
as they were used by the psychic. I inadvertently enclosed them to indicate 
that they were used in an explanatory fashion. 
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you people don’t know about.” (42) “ She wants to go north 
with me.” I “ Can see a little mental activity—I have got to 
get her cleared up. ‘ Brace up and get that feeling out of your 
head’ ’’ (quotation marks added)”. [The words “ quotation 
marks added” appear in parenthesis in original script. They 
were added after the sitting, their purpose being to identify the 
words ‘‘ Brace up and get that feeling out of your head” as an 
aside of the control addressed to the communicator. Both the 
inflexion of the voice as well as a quick side glance of psychic 
made this entirely obvious.| ‘‘ When she starts she just stag- 
gers.’ (43) “She must have known your father because she 
is telling me something about your father.” (44) ‘ She feels 
that if she had listened to advice” this would not have hap- 
pened. (45) “I feel as though I was going up to that light 


e 





42. It is a fact we never heard of any internal hemorrhage. 

43. While not properly appearing in this place, would ask that a comparison 
be made of the following statements of control with the 1919 sitting: “ My 
head is confused;” “ She is all in a mist;” “Can see a little mental activity ;” 
“Brace up and get that feeling out of your head 


”’ and “ When she starts she 
just staggers,” showing rather a striking similarity in the description of the 
mental condition through two psychics in sittings separated by an interval of 
two years. The words ‘“ When she starts she just staggers” accurately state 
the fact as to two stages of her illness. First, when she was seized with the 
original attack, she threw both hands to her head, staggered across the room 
and fell unconscious, Later, during some of the lucid intervals, and when she 
was not closely watched, she would leave her bed and try to walk, literally 
staggering in the attempt to do so. 

44. She was a member of the family during the portion of father’s life 
included between the years 1870-1878. 

45. This is the one fact never within my knowledge, and verified as fol- 
lows by Mrs. R. C. Jones. Mrs. Jones is a near neighbor of ours in 





and has been spending the winter in Daytona. She was a very warm per- 
sonal friend of Tillie’s. The next day after this sitting I read the notes over 
to her, and when I reached this point she interrupted to say that to the best 
of her recollection, the words of control “ She feels that if she had listened to 
advice” this would not have happened, were almost exactly what Tillie had 
said to her as she was sitting beside Tillie’s bedside during one of the lucid 
intervals that occasionally occurred after two or three days following the 
original attack. Now the hot weather during the summer of 1917 had proved 
rather trying, and both myself and my wife had repeatedly urged Tillie to drop 
all her activities and enjoy a complete rest among relatives and friends else- 
where. But the advice was not followed. Now Mrs. Jones tells us that on 
the occasion in question Tillie told her that she had become pretty tired dur- 
ing the summer and felt that it would have been better ifshe had taken a vaca- 
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colored house I went to first.” (46) It must have been a 
“Family home of some kind as I feel there must have been 
grandmother or something that lived in that house.” (47) 
‘This woman seems to be more inclined to go in than your 
mother was.” There are “Stairs going straight up.” (48) 
(Alder Creek?) (49) ‘ Must have been home to this woman.” 
(50) “ Did she pass out in that house?” [No. Died in 
in 1917, 44 years after moving from house in question. | 
“She had a ‘ Sarah’ that belonged to her.” (51) ‘(She fell 
down or” (52) “(Alice)”. [Control noted an Alice not recog- 
nized by sitter. | 





tion as she had been advised to do. According to Mrs. Jones’s best recollection 
the words of control were almost exactly Tillie’s own words, being in effect 
“Tf I had listened to advice, this might not have happened” or “I might not 
be here now.” Mrs. Jones is of course unable at this time to quote the exact 
words, but is entirely confident that this was the gist of them. The main 
point, of course, as affecting the question of the identity of communicator, is 
the fact that Mrs. Jones affirms her absolute certainty that Tillie expressed 
her belief that failure to follow the advice given her may have been responsi- 
ble for her illness. Now I had no knowledge of all this (except, of course, 
that we had given such advice) until Mrs. Jones told me, so the words of con- 
trol had no meaning to me. At least not to my “ supraliminal” conscious- 
ness, though presumably the fact that I knew such advice had been given 
would be quite sufficient to cause the determined sceptic to affirm that tel- 
epathy from the sitter is explanatory. 

46. If this refers to the Forestport home, as the evidence adduced above 
would seem to indicate, the desire to go there would be entirely natural, as it 
was Tillie’s home from 1870 to 1873. 

47. It was, of course, a “family home,” as sufficiently shown elsewhere in 
these notes. And the reference to the “ grandmother or something that lived 
in that house” has relevancy, and would naturally be associated with Tillie’s 
earth memories of the place, for the reason that during practically all the 
time we lived there, my grandmother and the Aunt Harriet mentioned in 
Note 30 spent each winter with us. This was true during the three winters 
Tillie lived in the house. 

48. The front door of this Forestport house opened into a hall, from which 
there was a flight of stairs leading to the second story. 

49. This Forestport house is situated about midway between Forestport 
and Alder Creek, and the name of the latter was jotted down as a suggestion 
to assist in a later identification of the place. 

50. True. See Note 46. 

51. Am of the opinion that she had a maternal aunt named Sarah, and will 
ascertain later from a surviving sister. 


52. The notation “ She fell down or—” can now be assigned no meaning, 
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Then the spirit of a “ Harriet” was noted by control. Con- 
trol said this spirit was “ Not a young person either.” “(Where 
am I and how did I get here?)’’ [This sentence is bracketed in 
original. As to why I cannot say, as the words came in uninter- 
rupted sequence between those before and the ones following, and 
were interpreted by me as being words of surprise uttered by 
communicator.] ‘Surprised to find you here.” [The word 
“you” perceptibly emphasized.] “ She ought to have returned 
before. Must have gone out under fevered conditions.’ Has 
she “‘ Been gone 8 years? That is what she gives me.” “(She is 


referring to 16?)” (53) 


VIIl. AppEenpba. 


The Editor on June 7th, 1921, wrote Mr. Traffarn asking 
him to discuss from his point of view the possibility that, in the 
interval between the first two sittings at Cassadaga and the last 
two a couple of years later, it got noised about that he was inter- 
ested and likely to return, and that it would be worth while to 
spend time and perhaps money, in getting ready for him. On 
June 9th, the reply came from the New York State home. 


—, N. Y., June 9, 1921. 
Dear Dr. PRINCE :— 

To me personally, knowing as I of course do all the facts—and 
especially having first hand evidence of the workings of my own 
mind—the suggestion is rather more than ridiculous—it is fantastic. 
Yet I fully appreciate that the question is an entirely legitimate one 
from the standpoint of one who is unfamiliar with the facts and who 
wishes to form an intelligent opinion as to the value of the evidence. 

In the first place, my personal attitude towards the question of 
psychical investigation is probably pertinent to the question, as well 
as the motive that has prompted me to seek personal evidence of 
survival. These are, I think, sufficiently set forth in my letter to you 


as I have forgotten its connection. But if it represents an incomplete refer- 
ence to Tillie herself, its possible import will be apparent in the light of what 
has already been said. 

53. Aunt Harriet, mother’s younger sister, and mentioned in Notes 30 and 
47, was 73 at the time of her death in 1913. So far as I know, she did not 
“oo out under fevered conditions.” She died of pernicious anemia. But she 
died in April, 1913, almost exactly 8 years before the time of this sitting. 
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bearing date May 30th to enable any disinterested person to judge 
of the probability of my wishing to have my coming to Cassadaga 
heralded by a blare of trumpets. In point of fact, in each of my 
visits to the camp, I was on a still hunt—the stillest kind of a hunt. 
And except in two instances, I think, the fact that I had had a sitting 
at all was not mentioned to anyone in the camp outside our own 
party. After my sitting of March 6, 1919, the party who introduced 
me to the psychic inquired if I had had a good “ reading.” I replied 
by saying that I hadn’t as yet had time to look over my notes, but 
thought I had got a little something, or words to that effect. I of 
course did not in any way convey the slightest hint of anything that 
had come through. Something quite as casual and non-committal 
occurred after my second (March 2) sitting this year. After this 
sitting—and before we left the grounds—I happened to meet one of 
the two people stopping at the camp with whom I had become ac- 
quainted (very casually) and was asked if I had had a reading. I 
gave substantially the same reply as I had given to my first inquirer 
two years earlier. 

That is the nature and extent of my efforts to impress the natives 
of Cassadaga. And each person is of course at liberty to exercise 
his own judgment as to the motive the 


‘ 


‘powers that be” at Cassa- 
daga would have to go out of their way to “ lay for me ” with manu- 
factured evidence. As to the possible motive of the psychic to spend 
time and money in looking up my record, I will merely say that the 
fee paid in 1919 was $1.00, while this year it was $2.00. In 1919, 
the psychic merely knew my name, while this year even my name 
was not given. On arriving at the camp on Feb. 10 (date of first 
sitting this year) I went immediately to the room of the psychic, and 
as an absolute stranger—no name being given or asked—I was given 
an immediate sitting. 


G. &.. F. 


The portion of the letter of May 30th, 1921, to which Mir. 
Traffarn refers, is omitted, since his attitude previous to the sit- 
tings has already been explained, but it may be worth while to 
print another part, since it sets forth the reactions, after the sit- 
tings, in the mind of a business man of scholarly and logical 
tendencies. 
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—,N. Y., May 30, 1921. 
My Dear Dr. PRINCE :— 

It may not be amiss to here add a word as to why I have been at 
such pains to study in such minute detail a record which in the first 
instance did not especially appeal to me as being of any particular 
importance. I recognized, of course, even while the matter was 
coming through, that there were several unmistakable “ hits,” a fact 
which the first superficial reading fully confirmed. But it was only 
after closer analysis that I began to appreciate how much veridical 
matter the record really contained. And I believe that the facts 
covered by the explanatory footnotes are sufficiently reflected in the 
original notes to attest the veridicity of much of the latter, even to 
one entirely unfamiliar with the facts. Enough, I think, to make 
any application of the hypothesis of chance coincidence or guessing 
a mathematical absurdity. And this absolutely regardless of the 
source from which the information came. The origin may have 
been spiritistic, telepathic, or anything you like. I do not feel at all 
competent to take up the cudgels on behalf of any particular hypothe- 
sis as to how the psychic got her information. But negatively, I am 
absolutely convinced that the circumstances under which the sittings 
were obtained—the precautions I had taken to make it certain that I 
appeared as an absolute stranger—made acquisition of the facts 
through normal sensory channels entirely out of the question. 
Further than this, deponent sayeth not. 

This is not to say that I have not speculated on the subject. And 
were it not for three facts, I am frank to say that if it came to a 
choice as between the spiritistic and telepathic hypotheses, I should 
unhesitatingly choose the latter. And this on the theory that the 
control, the subliminal or whatever the transmissive agency may be, 
would naturally travel along the lines of least resistance in obtaining 
the information. For why make an entirely unnecessary excursion 
into the celestial realms after that which may be so easily purloined 
from the mind of the sitter? I am aware that this presupposes that 
the psychic is offered choice as to methods, of which I have yet to 
see evidence in the records. 

Sut as just stated, there are three facts that make me hesitate 
about lightly accepting telepathy as the explanation. 

First, if the literature of psychical research is at all trustworthy, 
there are many instances where facts have come through which were 
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proved never to have been within the knowledge of either psychic 
or sitter. 

Second, there. was one item belonging to this category that came 
through in my own sitting of March 2. This is covered in footnote 
No. 45 of the sitting in question. Here at least, telepathy from the 
sitter must be thrown out of court. For the item represents knowl- 
edge that had never found lodgment in my own consciousness, 
further than as may be possible by an application of the rather far- 
fetched theory alluded to in the footnote quoted. Then whence 
came the knowledge? You'll have to swear another witness. “ Se- 
lective” telepathy? Maybe. That is, if one has an imagination act- 
ive enough, or credulity invincible enough to be able to swallow, 
hook, line and sinker, that rare specimen of transcendental bunk 
which has been so completely riddled to tatters in Dr. Hyslop’s Life 
After Death. 

Third, if telepathy from the sitter is the explanation of every- 
thing that comes through which is, or ever has been, within the 
knowledge of the sitter, how will the theory operate in the two sit- 
tings here reported, and in that of March, 1919? That, as it seems 
to me, will depend on the part of the data to which the hypothesis is 
applied. If only names and minor incidents had come through— 
that is, of a sort yielding readily to simple clairaudient or visual 
representation—it might be easier, provisionally at least, to accept 
telepathy from the sitter as explanatory, even though in the present 
case it would imply that the psychic had free access to my subcon- 
scious mind. (And this regardless of the fact that, as I understand 
it, experimental telepathy has never shown that the psychic has 
power to tap the subliminal.) For several strikingly accurate “ hits ” 
concerned facts or incidents dating as far back as the ’70s and ’80s, 
some of which, as explained in an earlier letter, had not risen to the 
level of my conscious mind in perhaps twenty-five years. But when 
incidents marking the closing hours of the earth life of a friend or 
relative are re-enacted before one’s eyes, not only with entire ac- 
curacy, but with dramatic intensity that is positively uncanny, what 
then? In that case, if I understand the “theory ” correctly, the 
process would be about as follows: Somewhere in the subterranean 
mental depths, far below the level of the “ supraliminal ” conscious- 
ness, (it is well to use big words in discussing a subject beyond the 
grasp of the finite mind) the “ subliminal,” like a leering Mephisto- 
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pheles bent on the most cruel of deceptions, struts around on a 
ghostly stage while impersonating the deceased friend with a degree 
of accuracy and dramatic realism calculated to cause the shade of a 
Booth to turn green with envy. And then, through his, her or its 
intermediary and partner in crime, the psychic, proceeds to relay the 
stuff second hand into the upper regions, there to be avidly absorbed 
by the deluded “ supraliminal” consciousness as the real goods! 
That, as I understand it, is substantially what the proponents of the 
telepathic hypothesis would ask us to believe. Well, you may count 
me out. 

But reaching a negative conviction is one thing while arriving at 
an affirmative conclusion is quite another. And that is precisely 
what I have so far been unable to do. Yet I am very willing to 
admit that these few direct personal experiences have left a percept- 
ible dent—not to say crack—in the armor of my skepticism. 


Very sincerely yours, 


G. L. TRAFFARN. 
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BOOK REVIEW. 


A Cloud of Witnesses, by ANNA DEKOVEN. Introduction by James H. Hys top, 

E. P. Dutton & Co., New York, 1920. Pp. 1v, 273. Price $2.50. 

The volume inscribed by Mrs. Reginald deKoven to the perpetual memory 
of her sister “ Violet,” is one of the books appearing in this early part of 
the third decade of the Twentieth Century which gives one hope that the 
spiritual impulse arising from the Great War and its harvest of lives is to 
carry us forward to a new and better viewpoint concerning this life and its 
value. 

A Cloud of Witnesses is not a war book, but a peace book, a volume of 
careful report of original material written by a layman, with notes and reflec- 
tions upon the records from a thoughtful and studious viewpoint. Neither the 
method nor the conclusions are ultra-scientific, hence they will please 
and assist the general reader the more easily. The psychics through whom 
Mrs. deKoven gained the information she records were Mrs. Vernon of New 
York, (known and reported by Mr. Henry Holt, Editor of “ The Unpopular 
—now the Unpartisan—Review”) and Mr. John Ticknor, well and favorably 
known to serious researchers and to the A. S. P. R. Mrs. deKoven’s commun- 
icators were chiefly members of her own or Mr. deKoven’s. family, but there 
were also messages purporting to come from an “Imperator” and from Mr. 
Edwin Friend, once associated with the A. S. P. R. as Editor of the Journal 
for a quarter of a year, when he was Dr. Hyslop’s under-secretary. His man- 
ner of expression through Mrs. Vernon is certainly characteristic, but of 
course, if she was personally acquainted with Mr. Friend, as Mrs. deKoven 
implies, this is not evidential. 

The compiler and author has been careful and painstaking in her work and 
has generously shared her facts and her convictions with her readers. The 
discussions of the ether and of scientific and ontological problems and 
theories will, no doubt, provoke criticism and disagreement on the part of 
those sufficiently informed to have opinions on these abstruse subjects—but 
that will only please the author, who shows an open and an eager mind 
together with a personal love and a human spirit of service. The chief com- 
municator, “ Violet” gives some good bits of evidence concerning matters in 
her own past life, and problems and experiences in Mrs. deKoven’s present life, 
which at the time of their receipt were unknown to Mrs. deKoven or her 
psychic helpers. One gathers a sense of “ Violet’s” type of personality, also, 


which seems real. The volume is worthy of perusal by serious readers of 
our Society.—G., O. T. 
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